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To prevent a break in the papers when the vo 
me is bound up, the documents about the “Rip 
ap contract” take precedence inthis sheet. The 
ditorial and miscellaneous articles commence in 
ge 263, . 


[“Rip Rap contract’’—continued. | 











Fort Washington, April 26, 1822. 
I certify, that, in the’years 1817 and 1818, I was instructed 
general Joseph G. Swift, then chief engineer, to make inquiry 
th respect to the price of materials for the fortifications about 
be erected’at Old Point Comfort, of which I was the lceal en- 
peer, and agreeably to his instructions I ordered captain T. W. 
aurice, of the corps of engineers, to proceed to Richmond and 
amine the stone quarries and the quality of the stone, together 
ith the price per perch, delivered at the nearest point of navi- 
ble transportation. His report justified me in concluding 
nt the» stune’ necessary for construction, would cost the govern- 
nt from four dollars to four dollars and fifty cents. Under 
ch erreumstances, I deemed it — to abandon the project of 
ting stone from the neighborhood of Richmond, and applied 
Mr. Baker, the stone quarrier, at the falls of Potomac, (I think 
rly in the year 1818), who stated to me, from the best recol- 
tion I have of the subject, that he would not engage to deli- 
r stone at Old Point for less than four dollars or four dollars 
d fifty cents per perch. I gave to this subject all the notoriety 
ssible by verbal observation, and found no offers. When I un- 
rstood that the contract was made at three dollars, I thought it 
> of the most advantageous contracts that could have been 
de under existing circumstances. 
Before this contract was entered into, I had made experiments, 
having the stone quarried near Georgetown, by laborers hired 
the United States, and found that it could not be procured and 
rried to Old Point Comfort, and there landed, for less than 
ee dollars and fifty cents per perch, together with the great 
certainty of getting vessels to transport it, gave me No reasona- 
hope that so extensive a work would be condueted properly 
hout the price was greatly enhanced for the trafsportation of 
e materials. 1 should, as the agent of the goverament, have 
d'to offer froma two dollars and fifty cents to three dollars per 
ch, to have ensured at that time an adequate supply. The 
Mtract certainly was an advantageous one, at the time the en- 
gement took place, and saved the government many thousand 
iiars, W. K. ARMISTEAD, late chief engineer. 
B. 
Certificate of captain Maurice. 
‘seta Fort Washington, Jan. 26, 1822. 
1 certify, on honor, that, in the month of June, 1817, I was or- 
red by lieutenant colonel Walker K. Armistead, commandin 
engineer department, to proceed to Richmond, Virginia, an 
ere examine the quarries of stone in the vicinity of that city, 
th a view to ascertain what such could be had for from thence, 
ivered at Old Point Comfort, Virginia, when the fellowing pro- 
bsals were made to me, viz: 
Dr. Trent, of Manchester, 
For blown granite, on the spot,(per perch), 
face do. 0. 
Mr. Kineaid, above the falls of James river, 
or the same delivered at the shipping place, lower end 
of the city of Richmond, 3 25 
1 the transportation from thence to Old Point Comfort, from 
» best information I could collect, could not be kad, at that 
me, fox buss them two dollars per perch. 
THEO, W. MAURICE, capt. eng. 


dolls. 1 50 
2 00 


4 


Cc. 
Mr. Brook's proposals. 
Richmond, 27th June, 1818. 

Dear sir—Agreeable to'your request to mein Norfolk, to state 
Db you on what terms I would furnish stone from my quarry, I 
bw think proper to state to you that this quarry lies twenty five 
miles above this place, one fourth of a mile up creek, which 

navigable for boats of any burthen that can navigate the river 
plow, and I will furnish the stone, on the bank of said creek, to 
e amount of 100 or 150 perch per day, until any quantity we 
hay contract for is furnished, having about 100 hands now en- 
aged on a building in the neighborhood that will soon be com- 
leted, at the following prices, viz: For stone three feet and un- 

r, one dollar and twenty-five cents per perch; for stone over 
bree feet and under five in length, one dollar and fifty cents; 
ver five and not exceeding seven feet in length, ene dollar and 
eventy-five cents per perch, and, if any should be wanting over 
pven, and not exceeding ten feet in length, two dollars and twen- 
y-five cents. It is unecessary to say any thing with respect to 
ne quality of the rock, as the piece I showed you in Norfolk was 
fair sample of it. I shall be glad of your answer as soon as 
onvenient, having propositions from the Dock company of this 
place, fur about 30,000 perch, though would prefer a larger con- 
ract. Yours, respectfully, ZACHARIAH BROOKS. 

General Swift, ; 


Vor. XXU.——17 


D. 
Proposals of Crandall and Mc Dugall. © 

Washington, 5th Aug. 1818, 
Crandall and McDugall, of Port Deposite, will engage to deliv- 
er any quantity of first rate building stone, at Old Point Com- 
fort, for three dollars fifty cents per perch. If necessary, they 
will deliver the stone at the rate of one thousand . perches per 
month; and having a good saw-mill, and a lumber om 
hand, together witha thorough knowledge of building and work- 
manship, they are persuaded they can do the wood work as satis 
factorily, and on as reasonable terms, as any other persons in the 

United States. CRANDALL & McDUGALL. 

D. 
Commodore Rodger’s letter. 

Washington city, March 13, 1818. 
Sir: Mr. Denison, who hands you this, has very extensive stone 
quarries near the mouth of the Susquehannah, of the best quality 
for building. Mr. D. is desirous of contracting for the delivery 
of a large quantity, and has it in his power to fulfil any engage- 
ments he may enter into. With great respect, I have the hon- 


or to be, &e. 
JNO. RODGERS. 
Brig. Gen. Swift, &e. &e. ee 


Allason Crandall’s proposal. 

Per: Deposite, May 4, 1818. 
On my return to Baltimore, I made search for vessels, and offer: 
ed two dollars fifty cents per perch for the stone; I then came on 
here and have got the promise of two, at the rate of two dollars 
and fifty cents, but they will not go while they can get a freight 
here, which will not last more than this week. I am quite sure 
that I shall load one the last of this week, so as to arrive at the 
fort by the middle of next. These first stone will cost three dol- 
lars, and I wish you would make it suit to pay at least one half 
the freight on delivery of the stone, as the vessels will net pro- 
mise to go more than once. I am well assured that when the 
thing is begun, there may be vessels enough, Until then, I re- 
main yours sincerely, ALLASON CRANDALL. 
Gen. J. G. Swift. 
N. B. The first stone will not be a sample, as I shall get them 
in the cheapest manner, and the bandiest for the vessels, to make 
the thing more flattering. When I am apprised of the value of 
the stone, I will send the sample, Should this meet your entire 
approbation, you will let me have a line from you. % A. C. 

E. 
Certificate of Mr: Cruttenden, respecting freight, 

Georgetown, April 26, 1822, 
In the summer of 1813 I made 8 trial of transporting stone to 
Old Point Comfort with a view of ascertaining what it could be 
done for; after making two trips, eg sloop Java,‘and for which I 
received two doilars per perch, { did not think the busjness worth 
following, and therefore abandoned it. 


E. 
Certificate of Lloyd Pumphrey, asto expense. 
: Georgetown, April 29, 1822. 
I certify that I was engaged in the years 1817-18 in quarrying" 
and shipping stone to Old Point Comfort, and found it very dif- 
ficult to obtain vessels to take rc at two dollars per perch 
freight; some few tried it, but said’ they could not make a busj- 
ness of It, as it would not pay expenses. The cost of quarrying 
and putting on board was considered to be worth about one doi- 
lar and a quarter per perch, making about three dollars and 
twenty-five cents delivered. In 1820, Mr. Baker and myself got 
three dollars and fifty cents for stone at Norfolk. 
LLOYD PUMPHREY. 
E. 


Mr. Yeaton’s proposais. 
Alexandria, 7th of August, 1818, 

Sir—Having heretofore supplied Fort Washington, (and cons 
tracted for Old Point), with stone lime, agreeable to an agree- 
ment with colonel Armistead, at the very low price of two dol- 
lars thirty-seven and an half cents per eask, [ expected and 
believed I was to furnish the whole required at those places; and 
if it meets your approbation, I should like to furnish what may 
be wanted for the works on the Chesapeake bay, on the same terms 
say in all the month of April, six hundred casks, or more if 
wanted, and continue through the summer and tall. Casks per 
month as may be required, 

This price is less than ought to be given, (or I can afford), 
yetas I understood by my present contract, at the time the propo- 
sals were made, (was for al/ the lime wanted at those places), F 
am willing to furnish the quantity at that price. 

While I was complying with my contract, lime was, and is now 
selling here at from two dollars seventy-five cents to three doul- 
lars per cask. 

I also take the liberty to offer the following proposals for 
furnishing stone at Old Point. 

For the grey granite rock, as taken from the quarry, four dollars 
per percit. 


Respectfully, 
JOEL CRUTTENDEN, 








Talanw..<. 
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d for the same purpose. And he further reports 
that application was made to Mr. Leckie, Mr. Pum- 
phrey, and Mr. Baker, stone quarriers, in order to 
ascertain the expense of getting stone, and deliver- 
ing it at the Rip Raps and Point Comfort, and also 
refers to proposals which were made by Mr. Brooks, 
on James river, Virginia, and. Mr. Denison, near 
the Susquehanna river, made before the contract 
was formed with Mr. Mix, and to two other pro- 
posals which were made after the contract was 
entered into, By such inquiries and proposals the 
engineer believes it was fully ascertained, that 
the stone could not be obtained at a less rate than 
$3 50 per.perch. Inconfirmation of this opinion, 
he refers to the certificates and proposals which 
accompany his report, shewing that 43 50 per 
pon was the lowest sum for which the stone could 

ave been procured, except by the contract which 
was made with Mr. Mix. The committee have ex- 
amined the proposals, and find those of Messrs, 
Crandall and M’Dugall, and one other, were, for 
the “first rate building stone,’ at the rate of $5 50 
per perch; and the committee are informed, that 
such stone will cost from 35 to 50 cents per perch 
more than the rough granite, (such as Mix has ge- 


-nerally furnished), beside the additional trouble 


and cost of loading and untoading it. It also ap- 
pears, by a letter from Mr. Allason Crandall, to the 
engineer, dated May 14th, 1818, that he had pro- 
cured some stone for the government, and deliver- 
ed the same at Point Comfort or the Rip Raps, at 
$3 per perch, and that he was desirous of making 
a contract, and the engineer informed him that his 
terms were too high, and that he must cease his 
operations, 

By the terms of the contract, Mr. Mix was oblig- 
ed to procure the stone from the banks of the York 
river, in Virginia, and the committee are informed 
by Mr. Bassett and Mr. New, members of the house 
of representatives, that there is a large body of 
newly found lime stone near Yorktown, on that 
river, from which place it was expected the stone 
would have been taken, about 40 miles from the 
Rip Raps; and, as the freight of stone is the great- 
est part of the expense, it is obvious that the con- 
tract, in its terms, was very favorable to Mr. Mix, if 
the stone could be easily procured at that point, 
although the price given might not be considered 
at that time very high for stone procured at George- 
town, on the Potomac. The engineer informs the 
committee that only a few cargoes of stone were 
delivered from York river, it having been ascertain- 
ed that it would not answer the purpose intended, 
and states that Mr. Mix was required to obtain 
‘stone elsewhere, of a different description, or to 
surrender the contract. Mr. Mix protested against 
this decision of the engineer, as he had made pre- 
parations to procure the stone on that river and 
could not obtain it elsewhere so cheap; but he at 
length complied, and the engineer says, that, not- 
withstanding he sustained a loss by the change, he 
has been enabled to carry on the contract with 
profit to himself. 

Notwithstanding it seems to have been the opi- 
nion of Mr. Goldsborough, whose deposition has 
been taken, and the opinion of commodore Rod. 
gers, and others who have been consulted, and 
those who have made proposals, the committee 
were not satisfied that the contract formed with 
Mr. Mix was the most advantageous one which 
might have been made, and they took the deposi- 
tion of Mr. Perley, who was recommended to the 
chief engineer by colonel Bomford, as a very suita- 
ble person for such an undertaking, and also the 


ee 


deposition of Mr. Edgar Patterson, of George. 
town, who owns aconsiderable part of the quarries 
on the Potomac, and Mr. John W. Baker, who has 
been a stone quarrier for 15 years. By the depo. 
sition of Mr. Perley, it appears he enclosed pro. 
posals to the engineer to furnish building or flint 
stone at the Rip Raps for $2 50 per perch, but the 
engineer says he never received them. And a de. 
position of captain Smith, voluntarily made, has 
been transmitted, among other papers, to the com. 
mittee, tending to impair the testimony of Mr. 
Perley; but the committee are informed, not only 
by colonel Bomford, but others who know Mr. Per. 
ley, that he is a man of good character. 

Mr. Patterson testifies, that stone might have 
been freighted, in 1818, from the quarries on the 
Potomac, for $1 50 cents per perch, and that he 
would take such a contract now for $100,000 less 
than the sum agreed upon with Mr. Mix; and as 
| Mr. Baker testifies that he quarried and sold stone 
to Mr. Mix, in 1818, for one dollar, in 1819, part 
for 85 and some for 75 cents, and in 1820 for 68 
cents per perch, it would seem from their testimo. 
ny, thata contract might have been formed in 1818 
fortwo dollars and fifty cents per perch, if public 
notice had been given for proposals. Though the 
engineer believes that the intention of the govern. 
ment to form the contract was well known to all 
whose interest it could be to undertake it, yet it 
appears, by the deposition of Mr. Patterson, and 
the statement of general Mason, of Georgetown, 
who own most of the stone quarries on the tide 
waters of the Potomac, where the stone has been 
procured by Mix, that they did not know it till after 
the contract was formed with Mr. Mix. Why ap- 
plication was not made to these gentlemen, as well 
as despatching captain Maurice to Richmond to 
ascertain the cost of getting the stone, or to con. 
tract for the delivery of so large a quantity as 
150,000 perch, the committee have not been in. 


formed. Neither does it appear, by the proposals, | 


or any other evidence submitted to the committee, 
that either of the persons who made proposals, 


either before or after the contract was formed with | 


Mr. Mix, knew what quantity or quality of stone 
was required by the government, nor the period in 


the government published advertisements several 


months for proposals to deliver 150,000 perch af § 


stone at the Rip Raps, at the rate of 3,000 per 


month, describing the quality, it would have excit. | 


ed a general inquiry and competition among the 


citizens upon the several rivers which empty into | 


the Chesapeake bay, and probably a more advan. 
tageous contract might have been formed. . At 
least, your committee cannot discover any good 
cause for dispensing with the law, which requires 
“that all purchases, contracts for supplies or ser- 


vices, which are or may, according to law, be made | 
by or under the direction of either the secretary o! | 


the treasury, the secretary of war, or the secretary 
of the navy, shall be made, either by open pur. 
chase, or by previously advertising for proposals 
respecting the same.” 

To the next inquiry of the committee, viz. whe: 
ther Mr. Mix has performed his covenants? the en- 
gineer replies, in his letter to the secretary of wa’, 
dated 50th April, 1822, “that the contract, to this 
period, has been executed faithfully, and to the 
satisfaction of the department, and that the quanti- 
ty delivered has, in every instance, been equal to 
the proportion of appropriation allotted to the con- 
tract.”” By the terms of the contract, Mix ws 





[buund to deliver, from the banks of York river, i? 


which any given quantity should be furnished. Hai | 
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Virginia, at least three thousand perch of stone 
per month, according to a sample lodged in the 
engineer department, commencing on the 15th of 
September, 1818, and the government was bound 
to pay three dollars for every perch of stone deli- 
vered, at the Rip Raps, or Point Comfort; and, by 
a statement of the third auditor of the treasury de- 
partment, it appears that, on the 8th of August, 
1818, 10,000 dollars was advanced tothe said Mix, 
and that, in the month of November, 1818, he de- 
livered 2,1873 perch of stone; that, on the 30th of 
March last, he had delivered 87,964} and 10-25 
perch; and that, on that day, 263,895 dollars and 
45 cents had been paid to him and others under the 
contract. It also appears by the auditor’s state. 
ment, that, from the Slst of December, 1820, to 
the 31st of December, 1821, there had been deli- 


of stone, and, that during that period, nearly 28,000 
dollars had been paid to Mix and others; andit ap- 
pears, by a letter from the chief engineer, tnat the 
sum of 40,806 dollars was allotted to the contract 
for that year; and that not more than 9,000 perch 
of stone were delivered by Mix, and not over 28,009 
dollars paid him in the same year; but, by the con- 
tract, Mix was obligated to deliver 36,000 perch of 
stone annually; and, on the SOth of March last, 
there was due 127,500 perch, and enly 87,964 had 
been delivered on that day, leaving a balance due 
at that time of 39,536 perch; andthe residue of the 
stone yet to be delivered under said contract, is 
62,036 perch, which, at three dollars per perch, 
amounts to 186,108 dollars; and it appears, by the 
depositions of Mr. Patterson and Mr. Baker, the 
stone might now be furnished at about one dollar 
and 75 cents per perch, and the sum of 77,547 dol- 
lars saved, if the government is absolved from the 
obligation to the contractor, by the non-perform- 
ance of his covenants. Not only 10,000 doilars 
was advanced to Mix before he commenced the 
work, but he has been paid as fast as he delivered 
the stone, though the government was not bound 
by its stipulation in the contract to do it; and it 
cannot be said that the failure of Mix to perform 
his covenant has been occasioned by any omission 
or refusal on the part of government to pay or ad- 
vance more money. 

A bond, executed on the 15th of June A. D. 
1821, by Messrs. Davidson and Goldsborough, to 
the United States, for @ie performance of one 
fourth part of the contract made with the said Mix, 


in the war department, bought of the said Mix, on 
the 24th of April, 1819, one half of said contract; 
and that, on the 20th of January, 1820, (about the 


into the same) he sold out one half of his interest 
insaid contract to Samuel Cooper, his father-in-law, 
and that said Cooper sold the same on the Ist of 
July, 1820, to the firm of Goldsborough & Co. And 
major Vandeventer also informs the cemmittee, 
that he bought one half of the contract of Mr. Mix, 
some time after it was formed, and became liable to 
pay him (Mix) one half of the debts against the 
contract, which were then about 18,000 dollars; 
that his principal inducement to participate in the 
contract was ultimately to secure himself against 
any loss which he might sustain, by reason of his 
having lent his name to enable Mix to raise money 
to execute his contract. But, he says, he did not 
influence the engineer department to give the con- 
tractto Mr. Mix, nor did he recommend him. That 
he afterwards re-conveyed to Mix one half of the 





interest which he before bought of Mix, and sold 


_— 


the remainder of his interest in it to Mr. Cooper, 
of New-York; that, when the account growing out 
of the subject shall be adjusted, he may eventually 
realize from three to four thousand dollars; and 
Mr. Vandeventer further states, that, at the time 
he became interested, he inquired of the secretary 
of war whether it would be improper for him to 
invest money in the contract, and that the secreta- 
ry stated, that, under the law, he did not think it 
improper, but it might expose him to improper in- 
sinuations. ) 

By the report of the present engineer, and the 
deposition of general Swift, transmitted among 
other papers from the war department to the com- 
mittee, it appears that no other person but Mr. Mix 
was known to that department in the formation of 
the contract; but it is said, and so understood by 
Mr. Vandeventer, that a Mr. Jennings, of Norfolk, 
took one fourth of the contract, but the committee 
have not been able to ascertain whether there are 
any other persons now concerned in the contract 
with Mix, besides Mr. Goldsborough & Co. and 
Mr. Jennings; nor have they been informed of the 
precise terms of the agreements between Mr. Mix 
and major Vandeventer, or of the consideration of 
the transfer from Vandeventer to his father-in-law, 
Samuel Cooper. It is, however, manifest, from the 
statement of Mr. Vandeventer, that he is not wholly 
divested of all interest or concern in the contract, 
or its performance, as he says the accounts are not 
yet adjusted, soas to enable him to determine pre- 
cisely what his gain may be. As Mr. Vandeventer 
and Mr. Mix married daughters of the said Samuel 
Cooper, who is surety with Mr. James Oakly, of the 
city of New-York, ig the bond which Mr. Mix gave 
to the United States for the fulfilment of his con. 
tract, and, as these gentlemen were each once in- 
terested in said contract, the committee did suspect 
that the contract was entered into for their mutual 
advantage; but gen. Swift believes and Mr. Vande. 
venter declares, that he had no interest in it when 
it was formed. 

The committee have obtained the deposition of 
Mr. Hone and Mr. Van Hook, respectable gentle- 
men of the city of New-York, which shew, that Mr. 
Mix, who formerly resided in that city, has not sus- 
tained a good character, and that he is not entitled 
to the full confidence of his fellow citizens, nor of 
the government; and, from the testimony of Mr, 
Van Hook, and from other information derived from 
a correct source, it also appears that he became a 
bankrupt in 1817, and took advantage of the insol- 
vent law of the state of New-York. General Swift, 
however, testifies that «she had no knowledge or 
intimation of any fact or report, which impeached 
his (Mix’s) character at the time of forming the 
contract, and believed him well qualified to fulfil 
his agreement.”” Mr. Vandeventer also declares, 
that, though he married into the same family with 
Mix, and became acquainted with him in 1815, he 
did not know of any charges against the character 
of Mix; but he savs he knew that, before he formed 
the contract, he had become insolvent. It is not 
stated by the engineer that Mix was recommended 
by any person, nor whether recommendations are 
generally required in the war department in mak- 
ing contracts; but general Swift testifies, that the 
security furnished by the bond of Mr. Mix, with a 
penalty of 20,000 dollars, was sufficient for the 
faithful execution of his contract. The character 
and insolvency of Mix, which the committee had 
supposed were known to general Swift and Mr. 
Vandeventer, induced them, (as Vandeventer was 
present and witnessed the agreement, and after- 
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wards participated in it), to suspect the fairness 
and justice of the contract. Your committee, how- 
ever, have not, in all the investigation which they 
have been able to make, yet discovered any facts 
which clearly stamp the transaction with a fraudu- 


they have discovered, to express their disapproba- 
tion of the conduct of the engineer department, in 
forming the contract. : 

And in this report the committee take the liberty 
to remark, that they deem it essential to the inte- 
rests in the nation, that, in making contracts, a very 
general and public notice should be given, describ- 
ing particularly the nature of the work to be per- 
formed; the quantity and kind of materials of which 
it is to be composed or formed, and the time in 
which they are required to be furnished; and, also, 
that the engineer, or agents, who are authorized to 
form contracts in behalf of the government, should 
possess a particular knowledge of the various parts 
of the work which are to be constructed, and the 
practicability and cost ef procuring the articles 
which are required. Beside, the same regard to 
the interest and prosperity of the country should 
govern its agents which actuates every prudent in- 
dividual in his own private and lawful undertakings. 
Contracts of a very large amount ought not to be 
formed hastily, nor with men who have no respon- 
sibility or integrity, although security may be given. 


and punctual performance depends in some degree 
upon the honesty of the contracior, but, in form- 
ing contracts for the government, more scrutiny 
and vigilance in this respect seems necessary than 
among individuals. If the same special confidence is 
not reposed in a contractor with the government, 
that is placed in an officer appointed dy the govern- 
ment, yet it will not be said that the character of the 
person proposing to undertake oraccomplisha great 
national work, at the expense of half a million of 
dollars, should be wholly disregarded. Under such 
impressions, and with peculiar concern for the feel- 
ings and character of the gentlemen who have been 
concerned in the transaction, your committee have 
examined into the contract made with Elijah Mix; 
and, having given the subject all the attention 
which the short time allowed them would admit of, 
and having considered all the communications made 
to them by the war department, they have come to 
the following conclusion, viz: that the contract was 





=—— 


In what manner or how'is the quantity delivered 
ascertained? ; Tor 
Has the contractor Mix sold his contract? and, if 
so, to whom? when? and at what price per perch? if 
known to the war department. 
Has a new contract been made with the person to 
whom Mix sold? and, if so, has security been given? 
Very respectfully, JOSIAH BUTLER. 
To the hon. J. C. Calhoun, sec’ru of war. 
Wak DEPARTMENT, 
: April 30th, 1822, 
Sin: In reply to your letter of the 23d instant, { 
transmit, herewith, a report accompanied with docu. 
ments of maj. gen. Macomb, chief engineer, which 
furnishes the information required. 
Ihave the honor to be your obedient servant, 


J.C. CALHOUN, 
Hon. Josiah Butler, chairman of the committee, Ec. 


Report of general Macomb to the secretary of war. 


ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
April 29th, 1822. 
Str: In obedience to your order, I furnish here. 
with the information requested by the committee 


appointed by the house of representatives to inves. J 
tigate the contract between the United States and 
Mr. Mix, by answers to the inquiries contained in J 


the letter of their honorable chairman, dated the 
23d inst. 

It is prcper, however, to premise, that the con- 
tract with Mr. Mix was made by general Swift, 
while at the head of the engineer department, long 
before t was appointed to that station, and that 
most of the information which I have obtained has 
been collected not only from the records of this 
office, but from other sources, and particularly from 
the recoilection of those whe have been attached to 
the office much longer than myself. It is probable 
that if general Swift was here, that the report might 
be made still more complete and satisfactory. 

In reply to the first inquiry of the committee, 
«was there any advertisement for proposals to make 
the contract published? and if so, when and where?” 
I have to state, that, on diligent inquiry, I do not 
find that there was any advertisement, and it is be- 
lieved that there was none. ‘The practice of ad. 
vertising in all cases which has existed since the 





not formed in the manner which the law prescribes, 
and that the said Mix has failed in the performance 
of his covenants, according to the terms of the 
agreement. Therefore the committee submit the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That further appropriations, to be ex- 
pended under the contract made by the engineer 
department with Elijah Mix, ought not to be made. 

April 23, 1822, 

Sin: Iam directed by the committee which was 
appointed to inquire into the contract between the 
United States and Elijah Mix, made July 25, 1818, 
to submit the following questions, and request of 
you an answer as soon 48 may be: 

Was there any advertisement for proposals to 
make the contract published, and, if so, when and 
where? 

Was there any surety for Mixthe contractor? If 
so, you will oblige the committee with a copy of 
the instrument, 

How many perch of stone have been delivered 
under said contract, and from what place or quarry, 
and what kind of stone? 


not appear to have been the practice in the en: 
gineer service, previous to the establishment of 
the engineer department at this place, which 
was im April, 1818, under circumstances similar 
to those under which this contract was formed; 
to wit: where the frequency of intercourse with al! 
the points, from which propesals were likely to be 
offered, would admit of direct notifications being 
communicated tothem. It appears that they were 
resorted to only when it was uncertain from wha! 
quarter proposals would be offered, and when it 
was necessary to invite distant and general compe: 
tition; and it is probable that necessity was consi: 
dered to be applicable to the contracts for the 
construction of the fortifications on the Gulf o 
Mexico, as advertisements for proposals for the 
were published throughout the country, for neat- 
ly three months before they were formed. It ap 
pears that this contract was made strictly in cor 
formity to the usual practice at that time, and tha‘ 
all the precautions were taken which were requ! 
site to guard the interests of the government, and 
| to secure the contract on the most moderate terms. 













complete organization of this department doe: | 


By adverting to the position of the works at Olé 
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Point Comfort and the Rip Raps, near the mouth 
of Chesapeake Bay, it must be apparent that the 
stone necessary for the construction thereof, would 
naturally be supplied from the various rivers which 


a A $ GT ooooooon---€°7oonoo—= org nn ns me os Oe 


after the contract was formed, yet it is manifest from 
them that it was impossible to form the contract 
upon terms more advantageous to the government. 
The proposal of Mr. Brooke, from James river; for 





flow into that bay, and that it must be obtained |stone of the kind required, was $1 25 per perch at 


from the James, York, Potomac, or Susquehannah 
rivers; and such appears to have been the impres- 


the quarry, to which being added the expense of 
freight «to Richmond, portage to Rocketts, and 


sion of the chief engineer at the time the contract |freight to Old Point Comfort, the rate would be in- 
was about tobe formed. His attention was direct- | creased to at least $450. See Mr. Brooks’ propo- 
ed to all those points, and the owners of the quar- sal herewith, marked C. The proposal from Messrs. 
ries were informed that the government was about McDougall and Crandall, fromthe quarriers on the 
to form contracts for the supply of the stone that Susquchannah, was at the rate of $5 50 per perch 
would be required for those works. The engineer delivered; see the proposal, dated tie 4th of August, 
superintending the district embracing the Chesa- 1818, togeiher with a letter from Mr. Crandall, dat- 
peake, and having special charge of those works, | ed thie 4th of May preceding, herewith transmitted, 
was instructed by general Swift to take measures and marked D; by the latter of which it appears that 
to ascertain the price at which materials could be | stone obtained from the Susquehannah in the cheap- 
obtained for their construction. In pursuance there- |est manner, and the most convenient for loading, 
of, capt. Maurice, of the corps of engincers, was | without regard to quality, (by which it is under- 
despatched to Richmond, in order to ascertain at|stood to be loose stone, obiained without the ex- 
what price the stone could be obtained from the | pence of quarrying), would cost 3 dollars, the stone 
quarries on James river; the result of his inquiry | being rated at only 5) cents per perch. A propo- 
was, that the stone to be procured at tat point|sal was also received from Mr. Dennison, upon the 
would cost $4 to 4 50 the perch. Application at | Susquehannah, at the rate of $3 50, but it cannot be 
the same time was made to Mr. Baker, stone quar- | found; a letter, however, from commodore Rodgers, 
rier at Georgetown, on the Potomac, to know at recommending Mr. Denison, has been found, and 
what price stone could be obtained at that point, |is herewith transmitted. Both of these bids were 
the result of which was that it would be about the | made after long consideration and actual experi- 
same price as that on James river. Ia addition to | ments, made 4s before stated, at the expense of the 
these inquiries, colonel Armistead had actual ex: | government, and may be supposed to be as favorable 
periments made, by having the stone quarried and |as the rates of freight and labor would justify.-— 


transported under his immediate direction and su- 


From the proposal of Mr, Yeaton, which is at the 





perintendence, the result of which was that it could | rate of 4 dollars per perch, and the statement of Mr. 
not be delivered at the works for less than $3 50}|Cruttenden, a merchant of respectability, and ex- 
per perch. His impression is, that the transporta- |tensively engaged in shipping, and of Mr. Baker 


tion of so large a quantity of stone as the govern 


-jand Mr. Pumphrey, stone quarriers, it appears that 


ment required might have raised the rate of ‘reight |stone could not have been delivered from the Po- 
to $2 5U or 3, and in that case the price would have | tomac at that time on terms as favorable as those on 
been augmented in the proportion of the difference | which Mr. Mix contracted. They tend also to shew 
between those rates and that upon which was found- |that the intention of the government to form the 
ed the estimate of $3 50. He considered the |contract, was well known to those whose interest it 
contract with Mr. Mix as being highly advanta- | would be toundertakesuch acontract. Mr. Crutten- 
geeus-to the government at the time it was made, | den, after two trips, did not think two dollars suffi- 
see his certificate herewith accompanying, and |cient for transportation alone, and accordingly aban- 
marked A. The certificate of col. Armstead is|doned it at that price; see papers marked E. The 
confirmed by that of capt. Maurice, marked B. by |contract with Mr. Mix was formed upon proposals 
which it appears that the lowest offer he received |from him for supplying the stone from a quarry on 
would have cost the government $4 25, viz: $1 50 | York river, agreeably to two specimens of different 
at Manchester, 75 cents cartage to Rockets, and $2 | qualities, which accompanied his proposal; it is 


for freight thence to Old Point Comfort. 
While these inquiries and experimenis were con 
ducted by col. Armistead, the superintending engi 


neer, general Swift, in order that the most accurate 


transmitted herewith, and marked F. General Swift 
-| being under the impression that the best of the 
- |specimens was of a suitable quality, and the offer 

being 50 cents per perch lower than the rate which, 


information might be obtained, also employed Mr. |by the experiments made both by the government 
Leckie, a stene mason of intelligence and experi- | and individuals, it could, under the most advantage- 
ence, to examine the several quaries, with a view to ! ous management, be furnished, closed with the pro- 


ascertain the lowest rate at which stone of a suitable 


quality could be obtained. The result of his in 


posal, and formed the contract in conformity to it. 
- {After the delivery of a few cargoes, doubts arose 


quiries was, that it could not be supplied for less | respecting the suitableness of its quality, which, 


than §3 50 per perch. He reported in writing, | upon its being more critically examined, terminat- 
but his report cannot be found. The result, how- |ed in the belief that it would not answer the pur- 


ever, is distinctly recollected by the officers attach 


- | pose for which it was intended. Mr. Mix waé not. 


ed to the department who have seen the report.— ified accordingly, that a further supply of that kind 
These various inquiries attracted the attention of | of stone could not be received, which involved the 
the owne®s of quarries at the various points from | necessity of abandoning the contract altogether, or 


which the stone would naturally be supplied, and 
produced a competition not less considerable than j other point. 


of supplying stone of a suitable quality from some 
Mr. Mix protested against the deter. 


if proposals had been invited by advertisement.— | mination of general Swift, on the ground that the 


Bids were accordingly received trom the quarries at 
James, York, Potomac, and Susquehannah rivers; 
those from the last being founded upon experiments 


contract had been made in relation to that particu- 
lar kind of stone; that he had made his arrange- 
ments by purchasing quarries, and that it could not 








made by the permission of the engineer department | be delivered from any other point equally cheap; 
and at the expense of the government; and, al- | but, finally, rather than to lose the expenses he had 


though some of these bids were received shortly lincurred in preparations, he determined to comply 
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For cut granite for cordon, or coping, measured in the usual { 


Way, one dollar per foot, the quantity and time of delivery may 
be arranged to meet your wishes. 

Very respectfully, &e. W. YEATON. 
“To general Swift. 


E. 
John W. Baker's certificate. 
Georgetown, 26th April, 1822, 

TI hereby cer‘ify, that, at the time the contract for furnishin 
stone for the Rip Raps was about to be given out, I was solicite 
to offer for the same,and, anderstanding that there were otters for 
said contract, at a lower rate than I thought would be profitable, 
declined offering, and also de further certify, that it was my 
opinion, When I heard of the price majur Mix was to get for de- 
livering said stone, that it was an unprofitable contract at the 
time; farther, I will state, that, in the year eighteen huudred and 
twenty, I contracted to deliver stone at Norfolk, to the canul com- 
pany, at three dollars and iifty cents per perch. 

JOHN W. BAKER. 


F. 
Elijah Mix’s proposals. 
. Washington, 23d July, 1818. 
_ Sir—t offer to deliver at Old Point Comfort from 1 to 150,000 
perch of stone, at three dollars per perch, of sainple No. 1 exhi- 
bited; I will deliver at the same place irom 1 to 2,000 perch of the 
sample No. 2, tor twodoliars and seventy-five cents a perch. 

I offer Samuel Couper, James Oakley, and Muddler Robbins, as 
seeuritics, in such sums as may he agreed upon for the pertorm- 
ance of any contract l may make with the United States. I 
have the honor to be, &e. ELIJAH MLX, 

Brigadier general Swift, chief engineer, United States. 

G. | 
General land office, April, 23, 1822. | 

Sir—In answer to your inquiry as to tie manner of disposing 
Of the lead mines or sali springs on the public lands, 1 have to 
State: 

That the practice has been to apply te the register and re 
ceiver of the office in whose district the mine or spring is, or to 
the recorder of land tities in Missouri, for leases; which leases are 
submitted to the approbation or rejection of the president of the 
United States. lc has not heen customary to advertise for the 
disposal of mines or springs. 1 aw, very respectfully, yours, 

. JOSIAH MEIGS. 

Major Vandeventer. 

HH. 

This agreement, made between Joseph G. Swift, on the part 
of the war departinent of the United States on the one part, and 
Elijah Mix,ef New York, of wie other part, witnesseth, hat the 
said Elijah Mix agrees to deiiver one hundred and fitty thousand 
perch of stone, from the banks of York river, Virgimia, agreeably 
to samvles this day lodged m the engineer department, at Old 
Point Corsfort and the Rip Rap Shoals, in Hampion Ruads, Vir- 
finia, atthe rate cf not jess dan three thousand perch a month, 
commencing vy the fifteenthof September, 1812. And the atore- | 
sad Joseph G. Swift agrees to pay, or cause to be paid him, the 
said Elijah Mix, three dollars a perch tor every perch of stone 
delivered at the 2dovementionrd places agreeably to this contract. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our bands and seals, 
his twenty fifth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen, at the city of Washington. 

J. G. SWIFT, [Seal.} 


ELIJAH MAX, fSeal.] 
Witness: C. Vandeventer. 


I, 


Know all men by these presents, That we, Elijah Mix, Samuel 
‘@ooper, and James Oakley,are held asd fitinly bound to the Unit- 
ed States of America.im the sum of twenty thousand dollars law- 
ful mouey of the United States, for which payment, well and truly 
to be imade, we bind ourseives and each of us, our and each ot 
our heirs, exccutors and administrators, for and um the whole, 
jointly and severally, tirmiy by these presents. Sealed with our 
‘seais, and dated the fifth day of August, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and cighteen, aud of the indepen- 
dence of the United States the forty-third. 

The condition of the above obligation is such, That whereas 


a, 







I. 
Extract of a letter of instructions to captain F. Lewis, of the eno 
Coan ( oe in the temporary command of the works at Old Por 
omfort, 
“Engineer department, Washington, 1st June, 18 , 
“Should the mode preseribed by the devertiaeke for medarenie 
the deliverics, be not sufficiently guarded to prevent such [allege 
abuses, you will adopt proper precautions. and, if necessary, have 
each delivery perched by a proper measurer. It is SUPpose 
however, that the ensuing plan will obviate the necessity of 
‘suring each load, which process is objectionable on the score 4 
‘the delay to which jt is subject. Have each vessel accurate) 
| pene’: and her water-mark, when properly loaded, perimaneat} 
xed upon her, and examined as often as may be necessary, 
prevent frauds, whether she has her true ballast, and is free fry, 
| Water kentledge, or other unnecessary Jumber.” 















































Extract of a letter from lieut. col. C, Gratiot to the hon. secret 
of war. 
\ “Fort Monroe, 19th June, 182, 
“That respecting the frauds supposed to exist in the delivers 
of stone at the Rip Raps, and this post, the modes of measy 
ment are such at both places as te render it almost impossible; 
captains of vessels to attempt imposition on the officers and othe 
persons charged with that duty, without immediate detection. 
“Capt. Lewis has had charge of the delivery at the Rip Ra 
and had to assist him Mr. superintendent Smith, and three stoy 
measurers of approved character, of great zeal and activity forty 
pubbe welfare and interesi, who made it their invariable 1 
with all vessels discharging on marks, to heve them brought j 
smooth water, pumped dry, the ran examined; if found free of 
ter, the marks were next inspected to see if they were down pp 
vious to their being allowedto unlade. These vessels are not pe 
mitted to make :nore than three trips without being re-measured, 
and this remeasuresnent is renewed when least expected, frequen 
ly at successive trips. In most instances the mark vessels carry 
no ballast. ; 
“The mode for marking is to take the vessels in smooth wate, 
Where they are, by pumping, freed of the water they May Contain 
after which the distance of the water line is carefally measure 
externaily to some irremovable part of the stern and bow, whic 
distances are noted in a book. The load is then discharged j 
the manner that vessels on freight are, to ascertai their conte; 
“Vessels carrying baliast, have the ballast as well as the toad 
marks. To ascertain the coutents of cargoes on freight, the ston 
is removed in parcels from the hold to the decks, where it is clos! 
packed in rectangular masses, and measured by multiplying 
length and bresdth-into the depth, to determine the eubical cu 
tents of each partel. Ap account is kept of each measureme 
stating the number of cubical feet aud inches, and the aggregs 
ot the whole calcujated at the proper oftice, in the presence ¢ 
the agents of the contractors, to whom receipts are given. Tif 
sums of the deliveries are divided by twenty-five, thereby allowing 
une quarter of a foot in the length of the perch for vacuities.” 


K. 


Georgetown, 13th April, 1821. 

Sir—Mr. H. Goldsborongh having purchased from Mr. 
Cooper the undelivered part of one-fourth of my contract, [hay 
no objection to his being recoguzed by the governinent as the 
owner thereof, and to their giving orders fur payment to be maig 
to him, or to such persons as he may authorize to receive it 
him, without further authority from me, for the deliveries th 
have already been made, or that may hereafter be made theres 
provided the responsibility now attaching to me, for the due fu 
filment of the whole contract, be so modified as to transfer fro 
me to him so much thereot as will apply tothe portion withdrawy 
as above stated, from my jurisdiction, and provided, also, the ge 
vernment will exonerate me from obligations to liquidate om 
fourth of the ten thousand dollars advanced by them on the comp 
tract, holding him labile threfor. 
The foregoing I will consider to be binding on me whenever f 
shall receive a notification of its acceptance by the war departy™ 
ment. 4 
1 have the honor to be, &e. - ELIJAH MIX 
Hon J. 6, Calhoun, secretary of war, i 


K. 
Know all men by these presents, that we, major John Davids) % 





the above bounden Elijah Mix has contracted wnh Jos: ph G. 
Swift, U. States’ chief engineer, to deliver one hundred and fifty 
thousand perch of stone at Old Point Voinfort, Virginia: Now, if 
the sald Elijah Mix does faithfully perforo. his part of the said 
gostract, then the a’ ove obligation to be void, otherwise, to re- 


main in tull force and virtue. 
ELIJAH MIX, {Seal.] 
SAMUEL COOPER, [Se<ai.] 
JAMES OAKLEY, ({Seal.] 
‘Sealed and delivered in the presence 
of Edward Macomber,for E. Mix, 
R. Riker 
The sureties having been by me duly sworn, I do hereby ap- 
prove of them as good and sufficient. New York, Sth August, 
ag R. RIKER. 


I, 


Extract of a letter of instructions to lieut. colonel Gratiot. 
“Engineer department, Washington, August 19, 1819, 


and Richard Y. Goldsborough, both of Washington, Distriet of 
Coiumma, are held and tirmly bound unto the United States ff 
America, in the just acd lawtyl sum of five thousand dollars, tor 
the payment whereof, well and truly to be made, we bind ou) 
selves and each of us, our and each of our heirs, administrtory, 
and assigns, jointly and s«veraily, firmly by these presents. Seale] 
with our seals, and dated the fifteent day of June, m the year 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one. ; 

Whereas, on the twenty-fifth of July, 1818, the war depit] 
ment of the United States, by their agent Joseph G. Swift, enter’ 
into a contract with Elijah Mix, of Georgetown, in the Districts 
of Columbia, tor the delivery. at Old Point Comfort and the Rip 
Rap Shoals, in Hampton Reads, Va. of 150,000 perches of stoi 
for which payment was to Le made at the rate of three dollatt 
per perch, as by reference to said contract will fully appear: Autl 
whereas the said Mix, by an instruient of writing, dated the 2ath ; 
of April, 1819, did sell and convey to Christopher Warde ventelg 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, one halt part (75,04 
perches) of said contract: and wher-as the said Vandeventer dil 
















“The draught of tueir vessels to “© marked, and several care | 
goes of each veiseito be measured, and jt the results shail be sa! 
tgsfactorily cosclusive of the correctness of that mode of ascere | 
faimivg the measurement, then to adopt it.” } 


on the 20th January, 1820, sell and convey to major Samu: i Con: 
er,of New-York. one half of his interest in sai! contract, .amely] 





37.500 perches: and whereas the said Cooper did, ow the Ist day? 
July, 1820, sib and convey to Henry Denison, of Maryland, oe 
cis let, Barron, of N. York, and Howes Goldsboruugh, ef Marylam 
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. fulfilling my contract, I have enclosed to you a copy of an ac- 
- gount from Mr. T. Baker, to which is to be added the putting on 
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: rm of Howes Goldsborough & Co. bis entire right 
composing the fi o 5 cee ; 


to, and in, said contract, as derived from ‘said Vandeventer, be 
the 37.500 perches last mentioned, or so many thereof as remained 


to be delivered, which said right is hereby recognized by the go-, 


vernment of the United States, and also the right of said Howes 
Goldsborough & Co. to participate in any advantages which may 
bereafter be extended to the original contractor, the said Mix; — 
Now, the condition of this obligation is such, that if the said 
Howes Goldsborough & Co. shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, 
from quarries on the Susque hannah river, the residue of the 37,500 
ches of stone, before mentioned, of such quality and size as 
the secretory of war shall approve, and at the aforesaid Old Point 
Comfort or the Rip Raps, as the said secretary may determine 
upon, then this obligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full 


force and virtue. 
JOHN DAVIDSON, [Seal.} 
RICHD. ¥. GOLDSBOROUGH, [Seal J 
Teste: Brice J. Goidsborough. e 
The signers of the within bond are personally known to me, | 
and are, in my opinion, fully competent to the a dace of the 
penalty, in the event of any failure in the performance of the 
contract. D. PORTER, 
Ll. 


; Georgetown, 26:h, Apri!, 1822. 
Sir: In answer to your inquity respecting the cost and trans- 
ortation of stone, for the first six months that I was employed in 


~ - 


board, which is equal to twenty-five cents per perch, which wil! 
make the cost of the stone, when on board, one dollar and twenty- 
five cents. I have likewise enclosed two charter parties for vessels 
hired hy the month, and refer to the books of the department to 
see the quantity that they delivered during the four months etn- 
loved, and it will be seen that the Flag, captain Skidmore, deli- 
vered but 396 perches, for which I paid jim twelve hur dred do!l- 
jars; that the Brilliant, captain Bunee, delivered but 524 perch, 
for which I paid him one thousand dollars, which excecds, by forty 
dollars, the amount that I received from the government for stone 
and transportation. Calculating the stone at the above price, I 
eould not have lost less than 846 doilars on those two vessels. i 
had at thistime several vessels equally unsuccessful. [I have iike- 
wise to state, and pledge myself to prove it, that. during the first 
year’s operation, my deliveries amounted to 13,640 dollars, and 
that the expenses in delivering that quantity cost me 21,461 dol- 
lars, making a clear juss of 7,821 dollars in my first year’s business. 
The price of freight, during the year 1818, was never less than 
two dollars per perch, and in several instances two dollars and 
twenty-five cents were paid, to induce freighters to commence 
the business, in hopes that they would get more accustomed to 
it, and induce others to try the experiment. 
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' The said Harvey Bunce agrees to employ and use the sloop 


called the Brilliant, in the service and business of said Ehjyah Mix 
and George Cooper, to and from the port of New-York, and any 
ports or places in the state of Virginia. that the sau Elijah Mix 
and George Cooper May require, and to victual, man, equip, and 
furmsh the said sloop wit, and suffiGently for, such service aa 
husiness, for the term of four months from the day of the date 
hereof; and the said Elijah Mix and George Cooper jointly aad 
severally covenant and agree to and with the snid Harvey Bunce, 
£0 hire the said stoop of him, the said Harvey Buace, for the term 
, and period of four monttis aforesaid, and pay to him at the end 
and expiration of every mouth, from the day of the date hereof, 
. the monthly sum of two hundred acd fifty dollars, for the tise and 
| employment thereof; it being understood that the said Harvey 
| Bunce is to sail inand command the said sloop, and that ibe said 
;onthly payments are to be in full of all expenses or charges 
‘whatsoever; and for the faithiul performance hereof, the said 
| Harvey Bunce pledges to the said Bhjsh Mix and George Couper 
the said stoop, her tackle, apparel and furniture; and the said 
Elijah Mix and George Cuoper pledge to the said Harvey Bunce 
the gonds, wares, articles, and merchandise, aud loading that may 
irom time to time be on board of said sloop. 
In witness whereof. the said parties have hereunto set their hands 
and seals the day and year first above written, 
: HARVEY BUNCE, 
ELUAH MIX. 
Seaied and delivered in the presence of 
Jucl Skidmore. 


ir. Calhoun to Mr. Butler. ; 
Department of war, April 30,1822. 
Sir—I have the honorto co.awn-unicate, herewith, an additional 
report of the chief engineer on the subject of Mr. Mix’s contract. 
i have the honor w be, sir, with great respect, your most obe 
dient servant, J. C, CALHOUN, 
Hon. Josiah Butler, chairman, &e. 


General Macomh to Mr. Calhouns 
Fingineer department, April 30, 1822. 

Sir—I addressed a note this mornibg to geverai Swift, Who ar- 
rived jasc evewng, requesting him to examine the report made by 
this departo: at yesterday, on the subject of Mr. Mix’s contract, 
and to stare how far it accorded with the facts; and also any cir- 
cuimstances within his Knowledze respecting the transaction, thas 
may not have been embraced in the report. 
i have just receives! the answer of general Swiit, accompanied 
by his deposition, ang have the honour to tronsmit them berewith. 

I transmit, also, 3 statement from cov: nodore) Rodzers, resuecte 
Ing the proposal of Mr. Derisou, which, in the report of yestem 
day, wes stated to have been wisiaid, weich be was polite enough 
to an @,pitecation om the subject, addressed to 


I have the hunor to be, &e. E. MIX. |" Uns morning. a , 
Gen. Alexander Macoinh, engineer department. i rake occasion ©o ms:ke here a remark, which shouid properly 
have been intreduced in my report of yesterday, in the answer to 
L. the incuiry respecting the quantity of stone which had been de 
Mr. E. Mix to Jubn M. Baker Dr livered under Mr. Mix’s coctract. ‘it is. that the contract to this 
1818. period has been executed faithfully, and to the satisfaction of the 
@ct. 22, To six hundred and eig!t perches, at one department; and that the quantity delivered has, in every instance, 
doliar per perch by scow measure. } Dolls. 608 been equal to the portion of appropriation aliotted to the contract. 
Received the above. JOHN M. BAKER. I have the boner to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
L. ALEX. MA COMB, 


Contract uf E. Mix with J. Skidmore, for vessels, &cs 
Articles of agreement made this twelfth day of August, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight huudred and eighteen, 
between Joc] Skidmore, of the city of New-York, and Elijah 

Mix and George Cooper, of the same place, as follows, that is 

to say: 

The said Joe! Skidmore agrees to employ and use the sloop 
ealled the Flag, in the service and business of the said Elijah Mix 
and George Cooper, to and trom the port of New-York, and any 
ports or places in the state of Virgioia that the said Elijah Mix and 
George Cooper may r quire, and to victual, man, equip, and far- 
nish the said sloop with, and sufficiently for, such service and bu- 
siness, for the term and period of fuur months trom the dav of the 
date hereof: and the said Elijah Mix and George Cuoper jointly 
and severally covenant and agree to and with the said Joel Skid- 
more, to ire the said sloop of him the said Joel Skidmore, 
for the term and period of four months aforesaid, and to 
pay him, at the end and expiration of every month, from thr 
day of the cate hereof, the monthly sum of three hundred 
dojlars, for the use and employment thereof, it being. understood 
that the said Joel Skidmore is to sail in and command the said 
sloop; and that the said monthly payments are to be in full of al; 
expenses or charges whatsoever; and for the faithful performance 


Major g<neral, chief engineer. 
Hon. J. C. Calhoun, secretary of war. 


Gen. Swift to gen. Macomb. 
Washington, April 30, 1822. 
Sir— Your letter of this A. M. submitting for ny examinationa 
report of the seeretary of war trom the engineer department, 
dated 29th inst. upon the subject of Mix’s contract, I have exanin- 
ed, and believe it to be carrect Herewith [ enelose you tay dew 
position in relation tothe subject. Should the committee of cons 
eress wish to have me before them, I am ready to wait upon 
them, and am to be found at major Roberdeau’s at Georgetown. 
I remain your most respectful humble servant, 
J. G. SWIPT, 
Major general Macomb. 


Brigadier general Swift's deposition. 
Washington, 30th April, 13822. 
Joseph G. Swilt, late of the United States’ engineers, deposeth 
and saith, that, in the summer of 1818, he made a coutract with 
Elijah Mix, for stone, to be delivered iv Hampton Roads, at the 
Rip Raps. That said contract was mate upon the test procaratie 
terms, and as he, the deponent Qiiieves, Olty eents less per perch 
than could be procured from any ovher quarter. ‘hat good aud 





hereof, the said Joel Skidmore pledges to the said Elijah Mix and 
George Cooper the said sloop, her tackle, apparel and furniture; 
and the said Elijah Mix and George Cooper pledge to the said Joe! 
Skidmore the goods, wares, articles, merchandise and ioading that 
may from time to ume be on board of the said sloop or vessel. 
In witness whereof the said parties te these presents have here- 
unto set their hands and Seals the day and year first above written. 
JOEL SKIDMOKE, 
ELIJAH MIX, 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
Harvey Bunee, 
Richard Sneeden. 


, Contract between E. Mix and H. Bunce, for vessel,’ dc. 
Articles ot agreement made tis tenth day of August, in the year 
of our Lord one thonsand eight hundred and eightecn, between 
Harvey Bunce, of Huntingdon, Suffolk county, on the one part, 


sufficicut security Was taken of Mr. Mix for the fiothtulexceution 
of his contract, ia a penal suin of twice the amount that would in 
puy case be advanced to bias. That, at the me of forming the 
contract, this depohent verily believes that major Christopher 
Vandeventer had no inierest whatever io said Contract. That said 
Vandeventer bad no sort of control or dweeten ti forwing the 
contract; and that the contract was made solely with Mr. Mix, 
and with neo other person. “Phat, with respectto Mr. Mix’s elae 
racter, the deponent had no knowlege or inteation of any fact 
or report which impeached bis, M:x's, character, ac the tune of 
forming the contract; vet that the depanent believed Vix to be 
well quaiitied, from fis activity and enterprize, to fulfil ‘is agree. 
ment. hat the deponent has been ivlormed that be was sus. 
pected of being interested in said contact. Such suspicion s un 
founded in truth; he, the deponent, is met, avd has not at any 
time been interested in said contract. That, in relation to the 
statement of the chief engineer, generul Macomb, wade to the 





and Elijah Mix and George Cooper, of the city of New-York, 
of the other part, as follows, that is to say: 


secretary of war, on 29th of April instaet, about the said contract, 
=., is, to the best of his, the deponent’s, knowledge and bélief, a 
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true statement of the manner in which the contract was made 


- and further the deponent saith not. 
and has beer conducted; an pone sowie. 


District of Columbia, county of Washington, se. : 

On hie soch day of April, ao0, before the subscriber, one of 
the justices of the peace for the said county, appears J. G. Swift, 
and makes oath, in due form of law, that the foregoing and above 
statement, and every matter and thing therein contained, is just, 
true and correct, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 


Subscribed and sworn before me, 
pice mace JOHN N. MOULDER, Justice of peace. 


Commodore Rodgers to gen. Macomb. 
ashington, April 30, 1822. 
* Sir: In answerto your inquiry of this date I have to state, that, 
previously to Mr, Denison’s sending to the engineer department 
his proposal to furnish stone for the fortifications constructing at 
the entrance of Hampton Road, he shewed me his calculations 
with respect to the price at which he thought he could deliver the 
stone, and asked my opinion as to their correctness. As well as 
my recollection serves me, the tender which he shewed me was put 
at three dollars and twenty-five cents per perch, but at my sugges- 
tion he increased it to three dollars and fifty cents. At that time 
I was under the impression that, at three dollars and fifty cents, 
he would not be able to make more than from thirty-seven and a 
half to fifty cents per perch, even with the best managment, and 
nothing without very good management, owing to the high price 
of freight, quarrying, and loading the vessels; the former being, I 
think, two dollars and twenty-five cents to two dollars and fifty 
cents per perch, and the latter seventy to seventy-five cents, 
Ian, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN RODGERS. 
To maj, gen. Alexander Macomb, chief engineer, &e. &c.. 

™ P. S. In the above, the price of the stone is not included, the 
quarry. from which Mr. Denison intended getting it, belonged to 
his mother. 


War department, May 1st. 1822. 
Sir: In reply to your communication of yesterday, I have the 
honor to enclose a report from the chief engineer, affording the in- 
formation requested. 
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. cS. CALHOUN, 
Hon. Josiah Butler, chairman of the committee, &c. 


General Macomb tothe secretary of war's 
Engineer department, Bay 1st, 1822. 

Ser: I eommnunicate herewith a letter of general Swift, in an- 
swer to the inquiry made by the honorable chairman of the seleet 
committee, appointed to investigate Mr. Mix’s contract. 

In addition to what general Swift has commnnieated , with regard 
to Mr. Perley’s offer to furnish stone, I have to state that I have 
caused a careful examinatien to be made of the records of this 
office, and find no evidence of his offer on file; and upon inquiry 
of the gentlemen attached to the department, I can obtain no re- | 
collection or information relating to it. As it regards the price, | 
it may be proper, in addition to what was stated in my report of 
yesterday, to observe, that the contract of Mr. Mix for the delivery 





of stone at the Rip Raps and Old Point Comfort, has been inva- 
riably censtrued to mean stone of the size and dimensions which | 
the works require. Under this construction the contractor is not | 
now permitted to deliver any stone of less than 150!bs. weight. to | 
form the mole at the Rip Raps. It is also proper to state that the 
mole, being erected in the open sea, and in 18 feet water, very con- 
siderable espense attends the delivery of stone for the formation | 
thereof. The contractor is compelled to-graduate the mole seven | 
feet above the water, in the formation of which his vessels are | 
obliged to be seenred between two anchers in such manner as to be | 
enabled to land their eargoes by means of stages from the decks of | 
the vessels to the — of the deposite. In this situation they are | 
in eontact with the stope of the mole, subject to constant attrition 
and thumping against the sharp edges of the rocks, occasioned by | 
the swell and agitation of the sea, and thereby exposed to increased 
weer and injury. 

I have the honor to’ be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servt. 

ALEX. MACOMB. 
Maj. gen. chief engineer. 
Hon. J. C. Calhoun, secretary of war. 


General Swift te general Macomb. 
Washington, 1st May, 1822. 

Sir: In reply to your inquiry, whether Mr. Mix was recommend- 
ed to meas a suita le contractor, I have to state, that I never re- 
ceived any recommendation of Mr. Mix. My idea of his fitness 
was derived from his personal deportment and conversation, and 
from having heard him spoken of as being an active and intelligent 
man ot business, who had been employed during the late war in 
annoying the enemy in Chesapeak bay; at which time, asa sailing 
master in the United States’ navy, he had nearly succeeded in an 
enterprize to blow up the Plantagenet 74. 

I learn that a Mr. Perley has stated that he made proposals to 
me, in 1918, tosupply stone at Hampton roads, from Aquia creek, 
at two dollars fifty cents perch, I recollect that Mr. Perley did pro- 
pose to supply stone from Aquia, but do not recollect the price, 
though it may have been two dollars and fifty cents; but the stone 
of Aquia is free stone, and not fit to form a foundation under water, 
and would not have been used for that}purpose at any price. Whe- 
ther Mr, Perley made written or verbal proposals to me, I do not 
remember, but my impression is, that the communication was a 
few moments conversation. 

I remain your respectful humble servant, 

J.G. SWIFT. 


; Aquia and Potomae creeks were several miles distant from water 


; and particularly with respect to the quarry at which Mr. Perley ff 





Maj. gen. Macom. 


: 
——— 


Depariment of war, May 4, 1393, 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, through you, to the 
committee appointed to investigate the contract hetween the Unit. I: me t: 
ed States and Mr. Mix, a report, accompanied by documents, from MBF the 
t 





major general Macomb, the chief engineer, of this date. f the 
I have the honor to be, sir, with the highest respect your moy (9 vari 
obedient servant, J.C. CALHOUN, The 
Hon. Josiah Butler, chairman, &c. S rest 

Letter from general Macomb to J. C. Calhoun. 
Engineer department, May 4, 1829, Gen 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a deposition fron, 
general Swift, dated the 3d inst. a letter from col. Bomford to ge: 
neral Swift, dated the 3d instant; a letter from captain Smith 1, Abo 
genera! Swift, dated the 2d instant, to which is attached the depo. nteret 
sition of captain Smith; another letter from captain Smith to this fi, whe 
department, of this date; a statement from Mr. Stewart of yester [je Po 
day’s date; and a letter from colonel Wadsworth to the secretary of PMB aving 
war, dated the 23d of July, 1813; all of which have reference ty rnish 
the investigation of Mr. Mix’s contract with the United States now he pri 
pending, and are respectfully submitted. 


ALEX, MACOMB, ee 

Maj. gen. chief engineer, ot co 

Hon. J. C. Calkoun, secretary of ware irom ¥ 
Joseph G. Swift's deposition. ons. f 


' City of Washington, May 3, 1822, oF his 
Joseph G. Swift deposeth and saith, that he has been informe! ch ec 
that it has been stated by Mr. Perley and others, to the committe ractic 
of congress, who are examining Mr. Mix’s contract, that proposal; ows i 
were made to him, the said Swift, in 1818, to furnish stone at Hamp. fe’ P* 
ton Roads for a less sum than three dollars a perch. Said Swii fae?” ‘ 


saith that there was nobid whatever made to him by Mr. Perley, nor ny ot] 
by any other person, for Potomac stone, nor for any other stone, ", ow” 
(save free stone of Aquia, which is not proper for foundations uy. jem" Of 
der water) for a less sum than three dollars a perch. This depo. soko 


nent further saith, that, to the best of his knowledge and belief, ai} 
the bids which he received for stone are mentioned in the report of Bp?’ * 


the engineer department, of 29th April, 1822, with the exception of rm - 
Aquia, as above stated. J.G. SWIFT, wee 


District of Columbia, Washington county, ss. am ¢ 
_ On this 3d day of May, 1822, before the subscriber, one of the in, a 
justices of the peace for the said county, personally appears J. G. B@ontra 
Swift, and makes oath, in due form of law, that the foregoing and n the 
above statements, and every matter and thing therein contained, is 
just, true, and correct, to the best of bis knowledge and belief. 


Subscribed and sworn to before, a 
JOHN N. MOULDER, On 

Justice of the peace. coon 

Gapt. Smith, to gen. Macomb. taten 

Washington, May 4, 1822. Phe be 

Sir: I omitted, in my letter to gen. Swift, of the 2d instant, to) Fa Sub 


state, that, in the conversation to which it refers, Mr. Perley had 

told me his proposal for supplying stone at two dollars and fifty 

cents per perch, was offered, after he had received general Swift's Sir: 

letter, in which his proposal for furnishing bill free stone, at twelve ; he 

dollars per ton, had been rejected. Ph 
My determination to call on Mr. Perley was occasioned by the ow 

following circumstances. Having understood that the quarries ov alg 
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carriage, I called on Mr. Blagden, the superintendent of stone 
work at the capitol, who was stated to be well informed as to the f 
situation of all those qnarries, to ascertain the facts in the case, 


was established; intending, if the information previously received ; - 
should be confirmed by Mr. Blagden, to shew that the land car one 
riage alone, from the quarries tothe place where it would be ship- Hot 
ped, of the stone contemplated by the proposal of Mr. Perley, wou! : 
have cost more than the rate of that proposal, I learned from Mr. 
Rlagden, that Mr. Perley had been at different quarries, and that Sir: 
one of them was only a quarter of a mile distant from water car mou 
riage. I then determined to call upon Mr. Perley, with a vie as a 
merely to ascertain from what quarry he intended to supply the ave t 
stone. Nothing was more remote trom my expectation, than thst lollar 
the interview would have led to the disclosures which have been um ' 
detailed in my letter to general Swift. Dut e 
J am,sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant, he m 
J. L. SMITH. Th 
, Capt. corps of engineers. crva 
Maje gen. Macom), chief engineer, - 
Col. Bomford to gen. Swift. se 
Washington, May 3, 1822. 

Sir: Herewith I annex a brief of my knowledge of Mr. F. Per: ; 
ley .together with my recoliection of the price of stone in the yeas | Sir 
1817 and 1818, deliverable at the fortifications near the entrance [gmt he 2. 
of the Chesapeake. ey p 

To the best of my recollection, within the time above noted, Mr: ag 

‘ 


F. Perley called upon me with a request that 1 would introduce 
him to you; his object, he stated, was to obtain a contract, er some 
employment connected with the supply of stone for the fortifice 
tions of the Chesapeake. From my knowledge of him while be 


hie} 
‘eSsal 


was quarrying marble for the capitol, wherein he exhibited both Ho 
capacity and industry, and having also been recommended to me 
by Mr. R. Leckie, 1 made no hesitation in complying with his } Amoi 
wishes. mm ra 
On the subject of the prices of stone, about the above time stat’ ge a 
ed, I had a conversation with Mr. R. Leckie, a very experienc ‘ 
and intelligent mason, in whose judgment I continue to entertain ar a 
great confidence, who shewed me an estimate which he had made, 10-28 
which, to the best of my recollection, did not materially vary from 
two dollars and fifty cents for sand or inferior stone, and three dol’ De, 
lars and fifty cents for the Potomac granite. I recoilect at he pore 
Wot his 
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ime to have expressed my 
of the calculation; 
bf the items, pa 





uly, 1818, the Correct date of that Contract... 
y an ion; I have before reported the error, but it may not have been altered 
€ cost of the freight from the | in the Cases ve Mentioned, and, if not, it might lead to Mishnder. 
ies to the fortifications, Standing. Very traly, dear sir, yours, oe *? HAGNER, 
LHOU : I The above I have no objections to depose to, if required. Hon, J, W, Campbell, house of representatives, . 
® Respectfully, I remain your Most obedient and humble servant, Deposition of Mr. Baker, 
2 * SOMFORD, John w, Baker, of Georgetown, on oath declares, that, as near 
Y 4, 1899 Gen. J. GC. Swift as sean no Bo a in the satter Part of the yeas 1817, i first of 
MSition f.. 43 "» Steware, 1818, he heard that the war partment was about to make a con. 
nford to Deposition Paes Gonpinwn, 3d May, 1822, tract for the delivery of stone at the ip aps, but neyey saw 
D Smith }, About the time that the contract for stone for the Rip Raps was any advertisement for proposals, . That he has been “n8aged in 
d the depo. ntered into with Mr. Mix, in conversation with Mr. John Baker, fetting out Stone froin the quarries near Georgetown for fifteen 
mith to thi, o whom I had Previously rented “tensive quarries of stone on | years. That he bought the stone in the quarries, Thar he in- 
of YeStey. e Potomac, above corgetown, he informed me of Mr, Mix formed Mr, William O Neale, why, he understuod talked ofmakin 
retary of aving obtained the Contragt, and Stated that he yet expected to Proposals, that he Would furnish stone on the deck of his vessels 
“ference ty rnish the stone, ag it Was impossible for any man to furnish it at} for one dol] F perch. That €povent has never been much 
States no» he price contracted for, viz: three dollars per perth, and that his employed in freighting stone, but heard that the freight Was esti- 
roposals being lower than any except Mr. Mix’s, would entitle | mated by some Persons at two dollars Per perch, in 1818, Tha 
OMB, im toa preference in the event of Mr. Mix finding that he could! the deponent, however, believes, that a person having suitable 
ngineer, ot comply; and went into a detailed calculation, as to the cos vessels, and ma ng it his business, might have freighted stone in 
mom which it was evident, that, upon the most Sanguine calcula. » at one dollar and Seventy-five cents Per perch, delivered 
ions. fifteen cents per perch only would remain to Cumpensate him at the Rip Raps. That the deponent has been employed by Mr, 
oF his labor, and to Cover the Variety of contingencies ty which all Mix in Setung Stone and petting it on vessels for t te ip Raps, 
3, 1822, uch contracts are invariably liable, and that it was, from his long | Which was of the kind ea] ed rough stone. ‘That Mr. Mix lreighted 
informe : the quarryin business, his having al) the necessary | t © stone in his OWN Vessels jn 1818, an ave deponent one 
COM Mitte . pre : ledge of | dollar €r perch for the Same in his vessels. That Mr. Mix, in 
and implements on hand, and fro 18 Personal knowle. geo per pe 1 J 7. 
Proposal rsons with whom € would have to deal, that he calculated 1819, had stone freighted to the Rip Raps for one dollar and fift 
Said oP pon the fifteen cents, and that he did not believe It Possible for! cents Ptr perch, and Paid deponent in the first of 18] » €ighty-fiye 
p er} _ ny other man to save himself at the Price he had offered, and from cents per perch, and the ater part seventy- 
ber Ait ¥ own knowledge of the cost of the stone at the Water’s edge and in 1320 
ations rei nd of the Price of transportation, I felt confident 
‘his depo, an but Mr. Bakor Would have sus 


I bel; tleast upon Mr. Mix’, contract, 
rene pears very differen i 


t. OWing to the very unexpected gn 
eDtion of mn the price of labe 
SWIFT. vithin the firs 


' ” the stone, Vhat My. 
at any other | Mix Pays now one dollar and twenty-fj 
tained a loss of twenty-five cents Stone to th 


ve Cents for the freight of 

€ Rip Raps by the rch. 

Pips By the pe JOHN w. BAKER, 
Sworn and subscribed before me, this 30th 

occurred 
































April, 1329, 4 
D, RAPINE, Justice of Peace, 
he Ry | pur- Deposition of Samuel Cooper, 
‘wv convinced Mr. Mix hay derived his pratt aut coved iene aang meoopers ae _ — of id th iutane come = oath 
; ap alles ‘lares, > bas 2 Mfermed tha r James Oakloay 0 
1€ Of the in, and I do not hesitate to state that J would not have taken the New-York sud’ eitts ! ena his father- Were sureties bie i. 
ars J. G, Bibontract off Mr. Mix’s h nd for 25,060 dollars, though the stone | , ix, in the contract he made with the war d partment in 1318, 
oing and N the quarry would have cost M€ nothing, ‘EUART and that he believes Mr, © kley is esteemed a ma f large pro- 
tained, is WM. STEUAR . Perty: that he, the deponent, is a brother-in-law of Mix, but did 
lief. District of Columbia, Washi; Eton County, ss, not know mue #Dout the Property of the said Mix, though he 
ER n this 3d day of May, 1822. before the subscriber, one of the | thinks he Was not considered aman of much property at the time 
wn: ‘istices of the Peace for aj county, Personally appears William © made the Contract. Major Vandeventer, chief Clerk in the 
paate. ; makes oath, in due form of law, that the fore yoing war €partment, Married 4 sister of the deponent, and became ace 
ery matter and thing therein contained, 18, to quainted with Mr, Mix, in 1815, who, before he took the Contract 
1822, St of his knowledge and belief, just, true, and correct, aforesaid, resided in the city of New-York, and $900 after removed 
ant, to B Subseribed aad sworn to before, JOHN N. MOULDER, to Georgetoy n, in the District of Columbia, Where he now lives, 
ley had § Justice of the peace, nae depouent — not Ca PS ptingia the sid Mix Pussesseg 
id fifty BF : much Property, an *4Y8 that he is no cusaged in an ’ CU pation 
Swift's ~~" aes : Ordnance Mee, 23d wuly, 3 except in Carrying on his Contract, and soine speculation. 
welre fmm Sir: Understanding lieut. Mix, formerly of the navy, has made SAMUEL CO@PER. ie 
ation for the Situation of mj itary storekeeper, J should be Sworn and subscribed before me, this 30th April, 1822. 
ry the auch pleased if he could be 4ppointed to the arsenal on the Hud- DANIEL RAPINE, . 
z in On, Near Troy, no storekeeper aving yet been assigned to that 
water I The commanding officer at that station has be 
hens TH tend to the duties of storek 


Justice 
» the & 


of the Peace, 
Statement af Messrs.” Bassett and New, members of the house, in 
u quarterly re relation to stone in the vicinity of the Rip Raps, 
There being 2 §reat deal o usiness to be one there, an May 2, 1899. 
conn Ctive storekeeper, Well ac uainted With business, wil] be particu. Reing requested by Mr, Butler, the chairman of @ comin 
rley Pampatly Useful, ag it 'S, It May be ga; » INGispensable, : State what [ know relative to the 
ived fae ave the honor to be, very respecttuilly, sir, your obedient ser ; 
poe ant, DECIUS WADSWoRrTH 
hip. 


ittee, to 
stone to be f; 
’ 
vlonel of ordnance, 
uid Hon. J. C. Calhoun, 


20nd 

Kk ts branc] €s, do ¢ rtuy that, a+ 

orktown, whieh Is about orty miles from the Rip aps, there jg 

a large body of hewly forme limestone, rather so¢ When firs¢ 
taken trom the bed, but hardens On exposure to the air, oy in 

Mr. Engineer department, WVashin ton, 6th May, 1822, Water. This stone shews itself on the bank fg two 

hat BM Sir: Ip reply to your jetter of this day, esiring “to know What} Upwards. Its extent into the bank has 

ar ‘hount, or Part, of the @Ppropriation of 1820, for fortifications, stone has bee 

“© Pawas a plied or allotted to the Contract of Mr. Mi: 

he ave the honor to 


tp 


nm taken from thj 
X for that year,” J been téld. Tw 
state, that forty thousand eight hundred and six 
HONars Was the SUM so allott iti 
n UM Was so 


+ and, it is Presumed that th id | i 
' ’pplied,, as the balance ; 


XANDER MACOMR, in quantity. With thes 
jor general chief engineer, ° 
To the hon. Josiah Butler, Chairm i 
ed to investigate Mr. Mix’s contract, 


eT Itis Certain 
Water, and 1 is some 
You come to as TR WE ere ata itity, 
“ , d SSETT. 
Washington, 27th April, 1822, From my knowledge of the lower parts Of the state of y Sinia, 
4 conformity with the request Contained in your letter of | I Pertectly apree With colone} Bassett in the 4 ; 
‘nstant, I have the honor to transmit a Statement of the mo. | Nip NEW 
to Mr. E, Mix under his contract of th : . 
{0 others as sub. Mix, and showing Z nerrogatories £0 colonel Bomford, 
ayments 1€ OF) Zina vouchers are sent, Question. Were YOU acquainted With 
u will have the foodness to return, when no longer ne- | oy 1818; and if so, did 
remain with respect, &e, 


‘rederick Perley in 18) 7 
you recommend hj 


‘1 to Peneyg!] Switt asa 
Suitable Person to contract for the delivery of stone at the Rip 
WM. H. CRAWFoRp, PS Or Point Comfort ? 
Butler, chairman of a select committee, Answer, Att of Frederick Perley, 
| CO Penera] Swift, and reco 7 

Amount oS payments made to Elijah Mix and others undep his con. | furnishing stone tor -the fy 

tract for the delivery of stone at Old Poing Comfort and the Rip | 
Rap Shoals, ( Details omitted, } 


otal amount Paid to E. Mix, 263,895 45 dollars as 


Tar as the 8ccounts have been rendered, being for 87,964 3-4 and 
10-25 pere at three dollars per perch, 


’ 
* OD ordnance duty, 
shes stone, 


‘ough, 
ications were about to 
at Old Point Comfort and the Rj 
, Washington, May 7, 1892, 
ser: Wilt You do me the favor t 
Port of Paym t ; 


istook, and put down in the let. j I 
aie RS caption of Why statement, 9h 4 pril Swift, 


' Fenera] 
Chesa Peake 
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bay. I advised him to send an officer to [lavre de Grace, to view 
the quarries of stone in that quarter. He said large quantities of 
stone would be wanted, of a good quality, and that he was desirous 
of getting it on the cheapest and bes. possible terms, He did send 
an officer, who reported favorably of the quarvies. In order to test 
the expense of procuring the stone, I delieve he chartered vessels 
and hired men here, to get out a few cargoes delivered at the 
works; which. 1 afterwards understood, cost from three to four 
doilars per perch; at this ime the price of freight, labor, &c. was 
high. 1 short!) afterwards anderstood he made a contract with 
Elijah Mix, for one huadred and fifty thousand perch of stone, at 
three dollars per perch, which, 1 well recollect, at that time was 
considered a very bad contract for Mix, and such a one as I at that 
time would not have made, and L think wonld have been ruinous 
to the contractor, had not an unprecedented fall in the price of 
freights, labor. provisions, &c. taken place. 

When this fall in prices took place, of at least one half in 
freights, labor, provisions, Ke and in consequence af a prospect 
of their still falling lower, Udetermined, as I lived near the quarries 
and owned vessels, to endeavor to purchase a part of this eoutract, 
which I fected vy a purchase from Samuel Cooper, of the city 
of New-York, of the remaining part of the fourth of said Contract, 
oes by said Samuel Cooper of major Vandeventer, and by 

im bought of Mix some time atter the contract was taken by Mix 
from the government, as I always understood. I did contract to 
deliver the stone at fort Calhoun for two doilars and sixty cents 
per perch. By this contract. had not freight, &e. fallen to those 
uuprecedented Jow prices, I must have Jost aJarge sum of money. 
Since making this purchase of major Cooper, and having some 
difficulties with Mix, my purchase has been recognized by the 
governomenr, to whom I have given bends with security, and am 
OW acting asa coutractor with the government. 

’ HOWES GOLDSBOROUGH. 


} 


Marylant, Harford county, 8s 
Os this second day of May, 1522, personally appeared before 
the subscriber, a justice of the peace for said county, Howes 
Golds\-orough, and inade oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God, that the foregoing statement is correct, to the best of his 
knowledge and belief. 
Sworn befure BENNET BARNES. 
Statement of major Vandeventer. 
Major Vandeventer states, that he did not, in any way whatever, 
influence the engineer department to give the contract to Mr. 
Mix; nor has he, directly ur indirectly, exercised any control over 
its execution: that, some time atter the formation of the contract, 
he became interested in it from permitting said Mix, through mo- 
tives of triendslup, arising from his connection with him by mar- 
riage, to use his name to raise funds to execute his contract; and 
that his privcipal inducement to participate in it ultimately, was 
gn order to secure binself against any loss which might result 
from permission to use his name for the purpose above stated, he 
being under apprehension at the time that there was well-tounded 
dauger of such loss, of averting which there was no other means: 
that in felt a solicitude that any one connected with Lim, having 
auy engagement with the public, shuvid faithfully execute it. 
That, about the time be became interested, be asked the secretary 
of war whether it Wouid Ge improper tur him to invest Money in 
the sai} contvact?) ‘That the seeretary repiied, that it would not be 
illegal, as there was no law to protilntit; but it might expose him 
(najor V.) to improper insiavations. and would, therefore, be inju- 
rious, That, on wach retivct.cn, atter be had become concerned, | 
and believing his participation was not agteranie co the secretary | 
of war. he decided to divest himself of all interest in the contract, 
which he accordingly did ina few mouths. ‘Phat, at the time Mr. | 
Mix made the contract. ke did not know of apy charges against 
his character, whieh went to implicate hisvategrity. That he did 
not know him beture 1515, when he became connected by mar- 
riage, as, duving nearty the whole of the late war, lie was confined 
us an hostage im Canada. That. after he made acquaintance with 
him, he did not rethain in New-York more then eighteen months, 
when he was ordered southward, whence he returned to assume 
the duties of lis present station, in the fall of .817. That, when 
he purchased the half of the contract, he became liable, as a con- 
sideration, to Mr. Mix, for one half of the debts against the con- 
tract, the whole amount of which was estimated at about 18,000 
dollars. That he afterwards sold to Mr. Mix one half of his pur- 
chase on the same terns, and the remainder of his interest to Mr. 
Cooper; and that, when the accounts growing out of the subject 
shall be adjusted, he may eventually realize from three to four 
thousand dollars. 
The above statement was submitted to the committee by major 
Vandeventer and written by him, JOSIAH BUTLER. 


Deposition of Edgar Patterson. 

With respect to the contract made by the war department with 

Mr. Mix, to furnish stone for the Rip Raps, I know but little, ex- 

cept from hearsay. 

I never knew that such a contract Was to be given out until 

after it was anade with Mr. Mix No person ever applied to me 

“te know at what price I waeuld furnish the stone, until about a 
year after the coutract was made with Mr. Mix. 

EDGAR PATTERSON. 


Interrogatories to Mr. Patterson. 

Ques. How long have you resided in Georgetown? Was it gene. 
rally kuown in this city that general Mason and yourself were the 
owners of extensive stone quarries? 
Ans, I have residedin Georgetown about twenty-two years. I 
believe it is pretty geverally known that general John Mason and 
myself are the principal quarry owners on the tide-waters of the 


Raps? 


enema 


Ques. What is the lowest price at which you would have , 
wilthes to have contracted for the delivery of stone at the Rie 


Ans. Not being myself engaged in the stone quarrying business 


at the time the contract was made, Iam not able to say what the 


cost of delivering such stone would have been. 1 would now be 
glad to contract to deliver a similar quantity and quality of stone 
for one hundred thousand dollars less. 
On the 3st April, 1822, before me appeared Edgar Patterson, 
and made oath that the statements signed by him are true, and 
that the answers to the succeeding questions are true to the 

of his belief. DANIEL RAPINE, Justice of the peace, 

Mr. Patterson further states, this 2d day of May, 1822, that he 
has had stone freighted to Old Point Comfort, in 1820, for one 
dollar and twelve cents to one dollar and thirty-seven and a half 
cents per perch, and that they were large building stone; also, thar 
he has been informed that stone has been freighted for Mr. Mix 
tur ove dollar per perch; and he believes that, in 1818, stone might 
have been frrighted to Point Comfort, or the Rip Raps, for oue 
doliar and fifiv cents per perch. 

sae Analostan Island, May 2d, 1822, 
Sir—The letter you did me the honor to address me on the 30th 
ultimo came yesterday to hand, 

_ I wili reatily proceed to answer the inquiries of the committee 
in which you preside. I have no recollection that I reecived any 
information, from the department of war, of a eontract to be made 
for the delivery of stone at the Rip Raps, in 1818. Early in the 
month of December, of that year, there appeared in the public 
prints an advertisement, by the commandant of engineers. inviting 
proposals to be made, within some two or three months, for 
large quantity of building stone, to be delivered at Old Point 
Comfort, for which 1 put in proposals. Having, previous to the 
reception oi your letter, received an application from the engineer 
department for information on that subject. I have furnished it 
wits a statement of the transaction, a Copy of which it seems to 
be proper, under th« cireumstanere, that I should transmit to you; 
and you will accordingly, sir, find it enclosed. 
Ihave the honor to be, sir, your most obedient! servant, 

be wh | J. MASON, 
Hon. Josiah Butler, chairman of the committee, &e. 

In the vear 1819, in consequence of an advertisement from the 
engineer d- partment, I made proposals to furnish a very considers 
ble quantity of building stone at Old Point Comfort, on the Chesa- 
peake, of the sort of granite usually found about the falls of our 
rivers, as will be seen by the letter I addressed to colonel Armistead, 
a copy of which follows: 

Georgetown, 27th February, 1819. 

Sir—In consequence of your afivertisement of the 2d of Decem- 
ber last, I beg leave to offer to deliver, at Old Point Comfort, 
eighty thousand perches of building stone, from my quarries in 
this neighborhood, of such quality as has been heretofore received 
from them, at that place, and at Fort Washington, for the public 
use, at fonr dollars per perch, provided suitable provision is made 
for receiving the stone and guarding against the delay of the vessels 
employed in the transportation of it; and that such advances are 
made, on satisfactor; security, as will enable me to prusec:ite the 
business to advantage. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
servant, J. MASON, 

Colonel Walker K. Armistead. ' 

_ Lieut. col. com’t eng. Washington. 
Having been in the habit, for more than twenty-five years, of 
disposing of stone, in various ways, from extensive quarries owned 
by me in this neighborhood, and knowing, from personal expe 
rience, all the minutie of he business, I thought myself compe: 
tent to estimate the rates at which this material could be delivered 
at the place d-signated; and, founding my calculations on the prices 
of feeight, labor, provisions, and other necessary supplies, prevail: 
ing, at that time, I well remember that, when I put my name 
the preposals, sent in as above shewn, it was on & conviction thal, 
at a price less than that named by me, there would not be left 
profit sufficient to indemnify me for the time, labor, and risk 0 
casualties, necessarily attendant on an enterprize of that nature, 
and grow.ng out of the employment of as many agents, and met, 
aud vessels, and the purchase of as large supplies, as woul 
required by a punctual fulfilment of such a contract. ~ 

Others, however, it appears, estimated differently; and the cov 
tract was given to a bid lower than mine. J. MASON, 

Analostan Island, May 1, 1822. 


Hon. Wiiliam H. Crawford tothe hon. Josiah Butler, relative to tht 
transfer of funds from the Gulf of Mexico to Norfolk. 
ys ' Treasury department, April 3, 182 

_ Sir—in reply to your letter of the 2d instant, received this 100rt 
ing, requesting me to “inform the select committee on Mix’s ¢0” 
tract, whether the contract, as stated in the enclosed, was consid 
ed as entered into on the 5th of April, 1818, or so entered of * 
cord; also, you will iuform the committee who applied to you 
your approbation in transterring money in the hands of an age! 
| of the government, for the fortifications in the Gulf to the Che* 
peake;” I have the honor to state that no contract was enclosed |! 
the said letter, but the second comptroller reports that the contri 
filed in his office, is dated the 25th of July, 1818, and the thi 
auditor states the same fact, and adds that, if any other date 5! 
been given to it in his statements, it is an error. 

in reply to the latter part of your letter, I have the honor (0 s'# 
that major Vandeventer, chief clerk of the war department, calle 
at this officer, and requested that funds, which were in the ha 
of the agent for fortiiications upon the Gulf of Mexico, ™é 
be transferred to Norfolk. I informed him that, if the agent Wo 
deposite at New Orleans, or at the Bank of Tombeckbe, #” 
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sum which the war department wished to be transferred t0 
folk, 1 would have the amount transferred as requested, 
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The idea of transferring money from one account to another 
was not understood by me to be involved in the transaction. It 
wasa mere transfer of money from one place to another, and not 
fcom one account to another. The funds, intended to be trans- 
ferred, hed not only bee drawn from the treasury. but had beep 
placed by the secretary on the hands of the agent for fortifica- 
tians, and was, in no possible manner, subject to my control. It 
was, however, still public money, which the hank of the United 
States was bound to transfer, under the instructions and direc- 
tion of the secretary of the treasury. : 

j have no recollection that any other person applied to me on 
this subject, nor do I recollect that any conversation ever oc- 
curred between the chief of the corps of engineers and me, on this 
subject. According to my present recollection of the transac- 
tion, major Vandeventer called twice at the department; the first 
time when the secretary was in the city, and the second during 
his 2bsenee; but it is possible that I may be incorrect as to the 
first. 

I remain, with respect, your most obedient servant, 

WM.H. ©RAWFORD. 

Hon. Josiah Butler, chairman of select committee. 


Dehosition of John Hone, 

@ity and county of Mew York, ss. 

“John Hone. of the said city and county of New York, merchant, 
being duly sworn. deposrth and saith. that sometime near the close 
ot the year one thousand eight hundred end ten, Samuel) Stil- 
well, then of the city of New York, and now deeeased, called 
at tae counting heuse of Hones and Town, (to which firm the 
undersigned belonged), and expressed a wish to speak alone and 
}n private with this deponeni. He then exhibited, while apart 
with this deponent, a small part of astrip of paper which appear- 
ed to he a note er hill, and skewing an endorsement on the back 
of said paper. astedthe deponent if that was the endorsement of 
any member of the firm, or whether it wasthe hand writing of 
any one of the firm. ‘Yo this question the deponent snswered 
that it was his hand writine. and that the neme of the firm was 
genuine. To this remark, the said Stilwell replied “that is 
enough, or I am satisfied.” This deponent, thinking this Kind of 
eonduct very simular immediately insisted on seeing the paper on 
which the name of the said fiem was so written, and, after some 
difficulty, obtained a sight ef the same,and found that it was a 
promissory note, drawn by Clijah Mix in favor of Hones and 
Town, and apparentiy endorsed in the hand writing of the said 


‘admitted to him that he had destroyed it. 


me 


in the United States, he would pursue the necessary steps to bring 
him to justice by demanding him asa fugitive from justice, con- 
sidering him as well deserving exemplary punishment both from 
the peculiar nature of the offence, the manner it was perpetrated 
and the rank he held in society. 

That the first ttimation the deponent had of his being any 
where within the United States, was from some notice in the news 
papers mentiong him as being then employed in trying to destroy 
the British ships of war in the Chesaprake. That the deponent 
considered his being so employed, justificd him in withholding 
proceedings against him at that time. That some time in the fall 
of thar yar, or early in the spring of the ensuing year, [1814] de, 
ponent, acting as district attorney, was applied to by the couns«i of 
William Adamson and Samuel Burling, or by themselves, who, 
(one or both of them], bad been sued jn an action of damages for a 
large amount, to enter a nolle prosequi on said indictment, which 
apDiication was bottomed on the fact of Mix then being meritorie 
ousiy employed by the government in the service of his country, 
and also.on the fact of his being a very material witness for them: 
in the said cause then about being tried; that witbout his testimony 
great injustice ‘vould be done to them; and that the ends of justice 


{would be much more sulserved by discharging him from prosecu- 


tion on the indictment, than by getting him oo here at a great exe 
pense and trying him; the respectavility of his family, of hi 
father-in-law, (majcr Samu-i Cooper), aud the fact of Messrs, 
Hones ani Fown not having sustain-d eay injury from the ne~ 
geciating the forgery, wer also urged as motives fer entering 
the nelle pros-qui. The deponent was also dab Setar: to make ape. 
plication to Mr. chief justice Kent, now chance tor of this state. and 
to the honsrabi. De Witt Clinton, and Josizh Cgden Hoffman, the 
mayor and recorder of the city, for their opinion end advice on 
the subject, which he accordingly made tu them, and on a mature 
cousideration. and depouent believes a consultation among them, 
he was advised that in there opinion it was a Case Wherein he might 
enter a nolle prosequi, and that the ends of justice would be much 
better answered by doing so than by proceeding thereon, and the 
deponent accordingly determined to erter suca nelle prosequi at 
the court then sitting, bur which was not done in consequence of 
the indictment being fradulently, and under false pretences takem 
from the possession of the depouent by a person who subsequently 
For this reason a nolle 
prosequi was not entered and cannot now be produced. Some 
time after the war Mix returned to New York, asd commenced 
business as an auctioneer, and so continued till he became bauke 





firm. The exact amount this deponent does not recollect, but 
thinks it was berween Ffieen hundred and twenty-five hundred 
dollars Immedistely cp seeing the said note this deponent dis- 
covered that it was a piece of paper two edges of which was 
green, iud the other two white. and expressed a belief thatit had 
been cu: out of a receipt book, Tis deponent then declared 
that he had never signed such a note, that the firm of Hones 
and Town iad never endorsed such a note; and that the whole 
was a forzery, and the whole transactica fraudulent, or to that 
effect. This deponent then went to the police office of the city 
of New York andinformed against the said P&jal Mix. as a man 
guilty of forgery,and liable to be preceeded against asa cziminai. 
It was a fact generaily reported.at the time,as this deponent be- 
lieves, that Mix was guilty of forgery. JOHN HONE. 
Sworn before me this 2d May, 1822, 
$ W. P. VAW NESS, 
Judge of tue district court of the United States, 
for the suuthern district of New York. 


Willian Van Hook’s deposiion. 
aty and county of New York, ss. 

William Van Hook, of the «ity of New York, counsellor at 
faw, heing duly sworn, doth depose and say, that, during the pert 
of the year 1810, commencing with April, and until efter Ze- 
broary session, 1817, the bhoncrabie Cadwallader D. Colden, now 
a member of congress irom this city, was the district attorney of 
this state for the district in whieh this city and county were in 
aluded, and that the deponent. who bad beena clerk iv his effice, 
was employed by him to cunduct the detail of the busizess of 
said office of district attorney. That deponent well remembers 
drawing, in the month of January or February, 1311, an indiet- 
ment for forgery under the statute of New York, against Elijah 
Mix, then lately of said city, merchant, which iadictm: nt con- 
zained counts for forging and uttering and publishing as true, 
acienter, a Certaia promissory Note, purporting to be drawn by 
said Elijah Mix in favor of Messrs. Hones and Town, of the said 
eity, merchants and auctioneers, and jto be endorsed hy them. 
Aud the deponent also thinks and believes it contained counts 
charging him with feloniously converting a rec-ipt “earing the 
genuine signature of Hunes and Town to the purpose of a pro- 
missory Note, thereby making them liable therefor. Thet, imme- 
diately after the detection of the forgery, and before the indict- 
ment was drawn, Mix absconded, and for a long time bis resi- 
dence was unknown: That the said indictment was found by the 
grand jury at the February court of general sessions of the peace, 
a true bill, and returned by them into court on the 15th of ¥-- 
bruary, 1811. That no proceedings were had in the said case 
during that court, and previous to the next court, (which was 
heldin April), Mr. Colden was removed from office, and the pa- 
pers of every description appertaining to the office of district at- 
torney, undisposed of, handed to his successor in office, among 
which papers was the iudictment sgaiust the said Elijah Mix. 
Vhat, in the spring of 1813, Barent Gardenier, esq. (formerly a 
member of congress, and now deceased), was appointed district 
attorney, and in April of that year, deponent entered into co- 
partvership with .him in professional business, and that, among 
the indicuments handed to said Gardenier, by Ais predecessor in 
effice, was the one against the said Elijah Mix. That the depo- 
Heat degermingd that, as soon as his residence cguid he found, if 


rupt, aud the fiics of tie courtshew, that he was discharged under 
janimsoivent law of our etate as cp insolvent debtor,on the 17th of . 
| April,1817. During the time he conducted the auctien establish- 
ment which was called “Vhe Ladies’ Auction F.now,” his charac 
|terfor honesty was generaliy, so far as the deponents knowledge 
| and information «xtended, held tobe very bad. And the deponent 
'has frequently heard him charged with having practised gross 
fraud in sales made by him. WM. VAN HOOK, 
Sworn before me, this 2d May, 1822. 
W. P. Van Ness. judge of the district court U. States, for the 

southern district of New York. 


Bay 1,1822, 
Dear sir: I have examined the minutes of the court of general 
sessions of the peace of this city, and find that, on the 15th February 
1811, the grand jury presented a bili of indictment against Elijah 
Mix, for forging an endorsement of a promissory negociable note 
in the name of Hones and Town, and uttering the same, (scienter) ; 
but Ido not find the indictment on Cle, and ef course cannot give 
you acopy as yau request. 
William Van Hook, esquire. i understand, can give the reason 
why the indictment is missing from the files, I am,sir, yours, &e. 
RICHARD HATFIELD. 
Ch. G. Haines, esq. > 
Mr. Hatfield is clerk of the court of general sessions. 
CH. G. HAINES. 
[Papers te Se continued. | 
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(CPAs a general answer on such subjecis, our 
readers and friends will please to bear in mind that, 
we very rarely, inceed, if ever, publish anonymous 
remarks on official articles, and it is against our rule 
aiso, to give a one-sided view of any subject if ano- 
ther is furnished with hke claims to credence, and 
presented in a decorous manner. Many things 
are said and done to affect the character of parti- 
cular men or measures, that we do not notice at all: 
and it is our design always, either not to notice a 
subject, or to afford a view of the whole ground of 
it, if we can. 








Trvuity mORTIFYING. A much respected friend 
in New York, in some matter of dispute, having had 
occasion to refer to the official copy of the consti. 
tution of the state, found that it materially differed 
from aut the newspaper coptes of that instrument 
which he had, and several of which he compared 
it with. The constitution as inserted in the Rz- 
|GISTER, Was copied from one of tie most respecta- 
‘(ble newspapers in the state of New York, whici: I 
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could name, if necessary. <A notice of the differ- 
ent errors between that copy and the official one, 
fills two closely written pages, of folio cap paper! 

Designing that the RreisreR shall preserve its 
character of fidelity for reference, I sincerely thank 
the gentleman for the information which he has 
given me, whist realiy astonished at the multitude 
“nd magnitude of the erroys pointed out. Those 
who use this work will please to regard the paper 
published in the 2ist vol. of this work, page 205, 
Ke, as too imperfect for use and as cancelled; the 
place of which shall be supplied by an insertion 
from an oficial Copy, as soon as the room can be 
apared for it. 





“Tue Rre Rae contract.” With considerable 
exertion and the use of our small type, we have 
reached a good stopping-place in the documents 
appertaining to the report of the committee to 
whom this matter was referred—but there are se- 
veral papers yet behind, of a supplementary or ex- 
planatory character, that shall be published next 
week; afier which, we propose to commence an 
insertion of the president’s views of the subject 
of internal improvements. When we get through 
with that and two or three other papers of consi- 
derable length and importance, especially the pro- 
ceedings of the senate on certain late military ap- 
poiniments, we shall take up the census of 1820, 
and present it in what we hope will prove an ac- 
ceptable form, with several statistical tables grow- 
ing out of the facts furnished. 





Imrorrant. Mr. Torres, was received by the 
president, on Wednesday last, as charge d’affaires 
of the repudiic of Coiombia. He is a most excel- 
lent man, one of the most enlightened of his own 
or any other country, 





Messrs. Apams AND Russetn. It is understood 
that Mr. Russell is preparing a reply to Mr. Adams’ 
remarks—it shall be inserted when received. A 
sketch of the proceedings in the house of repre- 
sentatives (not heretofore published), when the 
letters of Mr. Russell were called for, is now insert. 
ed, as necessary to a better understanding of the 
merits of the matter. 





AFnicAN COLONIZATION. Some gentleman un- 
known, has sent us a piece which he seems to de- 
sire may be published in all the papers of the U. 
States, inviting the people, when assembled to ce- 
Jebrate the ensuing anniversary of their indepen- 
dence, to contribute, according to their ability, to 
the funds of the “American Colonization Society.” 
We must respect the motives of our correspondent 
—the day designated is exactly fitted for the per- 
formance of acts to benefit the human race, 
but believing as we do, that the benevolent pro- 
ject will not have the least sensible effect in re- 
lieving us of that description of our population 
which all men regret was ever introduced in Ame- 
rica, and yet doubtful, also, whether the happiness 
of the few persons that might be induced to emi- 
grate would be in any wise promoted by doing 
so—we use the discretion rightfully vested in us, 
of withholding the article; as we would do any 
other of the same character that might lead the 
people to look abroad for objects of charity, while 
there are so many objects of it at home. We 
would rather hear of the establishment of a hum- 
ble charity schoolin our own land, than the build- 
ing up of a most splendid mission to convert the 
heathens of India or Japan. 





THe Fronipa Treaty, The whole number of 
claims preterred before the commissioners for ad. | 
justing them, at this time amounts to more than @ 
sicteen hundred, 

It is believed that the board, anxious to proceed 
with the business committed to them, will soon 
adopt,measures to obstruct, if not refuse, the recep. 
tion of new claims, Indeed, we should suppose 
that the period has nearly, if not quite arrived, 
when such proceedings should take place. 





Piracy. The New York papers give us an ac. 
count of a most horrid act of piracy, committed op 
the 15th of May, on board of the brig Aurilla, of 
New York, from Baltimore for New Orleans, She 
was boarded off Key Sal, from two piratical schoo. 
ners, well fitted with great guns and small arms, 
and manned by forty or fifty men each, The pas. 
sengers anc crew were beaten in the most shock. 
ing manner; and one of them was hung up to the 
yard arm, and then dropt into the water apparent. 
ly lifeless. The brig was plundered of every thing 
that was valuable, at the will of the wretches, the 
passengers being robbed of their clething, watch. 
es, breast-pins, &c. and they delighted to destroy 
what they did not please to take away. The yil. 
lains crowned their crimes, by ravishing the wo. 
men that were on board, and committing the most 
brutal and shocking excesses on their bodies! Af. 
ter which the pirates released the vessel. On the 
17th of May the Aurilla fell in with the U. §. 
schooner Shark, the commander of which, after 
behaving most kindly, immediately proceeded in 
search of the pirates. The brigs Hiram, of New- 
port, Fair Trader, of Boston, and Busy, of Rhode 
Island, were robbed on the same day and brought 
to anchor by the pirates near the Aurilla—but fur. 
ther particulars have nct been received of them, 
except that they also were released. : 

In regard to such terrible proceedings, we would [ 
apply the reasoning of the venerable Dr. James 
Tilton, of Delaware, lately deceased. Writing to | 
a friend, who had interfered in behalf of a tory, in 
1775, he said—*You cannot be ignorant that the 
‘Jaw of the land is insufficient to protect us against 
«the violence of Great Britain, and that therefore, 
«America has long since recurred to the law of na- 
‘ture, by virtue of which she hath strengthened 
‘her hands. As we have no law of the land by 
“which we can punish tories and traitors, the na- 
‘tural law of necessity takes place. Natural law 
“has justice alone for its object, and in Mr, C’s 
‘scase the sole question ought to be, has he receiv- 
“ed more than he deserved,” &c. [See “PRINcI- 
PLES AND Acts OF THE REVOLUTION,” just published © 
by the editor of the Reatster, page 259.] So,as § 
there is no law to pursue these wretches on shore 
in Cuba, &c. and the local authorities have not the 
power or want the will to break up their establish- 
ments, ‘natural law must of necessity take place,” 
and higglings about the law of nations must yield 
to its Just operation, 

We notice, since the above was written, the rob- 
bery of several vessels, wien near Havana, by per- 
sons in open boats, armed with muskets and swords. 
They plundered thé passengers and crews of what 
they liked, and, in one case, even robbed a Spanish 
priest of his clothes! But, in an attempt tocapture 
the brig Belvidera, from Port au Prince, in a schoon- 
er of about 35 tons, with one 6 pounder and smal! 
arms, and, as was supposed, between 20 and 30 men, 
they failed; the Belvidera being also armed with 
one heavy gun and musketry. The pirate came 





close along-side the brig, ordered her to surrender, 
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and fired into her—but the fire was returned, and 
six of the pirates were seen to fall, among them the 
captain. Another shot caused the schooner to te- 
tire with only seven men on deck. The brig had 
one man killed, and received 40 musket balls in 
her hull, &c. 

The following is an extract from the log-book of 
the Belvidera—“2d May, spoke the U. S. schooner 
Alligator, lieut. Stockton, off Sugar Key, (Cuba); 
was informed that they had burnt one schooner 
and taken another, and a sloop, from the pirates, 
besides an English brig, the captain and mate of 
which the freebooters hanged. ‘ The Alligator had 
also retaken the Colombian schooner Senega from 
the crew, who had mutinied and run away with her. 
When the Belvidera parted with the Alligator, 
captain Stockton was in-shore with 70 men from 
the Grampus and Alligator, on board of a schooner 
of an easy draft of water, and they were exchang- 
ing shots with a piratical schooner manned by 70 
men. From her position it was considered doubt- 
ful whether the pirate could be carried, The fa- 
mous Lafitte was among them, Captain Stockton 
had taken no prisoners.” 

This shews that our officers and seamen are very 
active—but it proves, also, that they must have 
the sanction of government to enter the country 
in pursuit of the miscreants. 

The people of Cuba are very indifferent to these 
things—in reference to the guasi S. American pri- 
vateers fitted out in the United States, they say, 
“sit ts so much for so much,” and think no more about 
it. We were always opposed to the firateering 
system, and have only to wish that those who got 
it up were the sufferers by it. 

Usitep States Bank. A paragraph is inserted 
in the Philadelphia papers, which informs us that 
the cashier of the branch bank at NewYork, had 
closed the account of a very respectable house in 
that city, because the house had asked for the sum 
of $15,000 in coin; and asks “can this proceeding 
be sanctioned by the parent bank, oris such a step 
authorized by the charter of the bank?” 

The charter of the old bank did not give the di- 
rectors power to say that all their customers should 
mount a black cockadein 1798 and 1799—yet they 
would no have customers that, at least, marched not 
with those who wore such cockades; and I never 
have doubted that the present bank possesses and 
will exert such powers as the old bank did.— 
Surely, it may rightfully say whose accounts it will 
keep—but the right and expediency of raising up 
this tremendous institution is another affair— 
which the people may soon more deeply enquire 
into, “with groaningss that cannot be uttered.” We 
do not know that, as yet, it has interfered in politics 
—but that it will, we cannot any more hesitate to 
believe than that all men must die, unless its pow- 
er toact is in some way crippledagain. But under 
whose cockade it wili require its customers to 
march, we cannot tell. 

Vatue. We observed the other day, that dollars 
and cents, if accepted by themselves, afforded no 
criterion of value. The price of bread stuffs and 
meats are not so high in England, generally, as in 
our own principal cities and towns, yet it is thought 
that one third of the people of that kingdom are 
totally, or partially, dependent on public or private 
charity for subsistence——whereas, in the United 
States, the class of paupers does not amount to 
more than a one hundred and fiftieth part of the 
whole population. The prices of wages here, ave- 


rage twice or thrice as much as the amount paid 
in England, and the demands of government are 
light, if compared with those in that country— 
hence a dollar paid for wages in the United States 
affords no criterion of what a dollar is, if paid for 
wages, in England: the value depends on considera-. 
tions totally different from those cqnnected with a 
certain weight of silver. The more we think of 
it, the more are we impressed with the idea, that it 
is necessary to the public and individual benefit, 
that the manner of making heavy government con- 
tracts should be radically reformed. 





Tue west. A Kentucky paper complains, that, 
of 74 officers inthe army, ‘of the rank of field and 
upwards,” the “eleven states and territories west 
of the mountains have but four.’ The proportion 
is supposed to be “equally enormous among the 
captains and subalterns.” «We are one third of the 
union,” says the paragraph, ‘‘without a single mem. 
ber of the cabinet.” 

We cannot approve of attempts to excite local, 
sectional feelings—but here is apparently good 
cause for complaint as to offices in the army, which, 
we must presume, was purely adventitious, or to 
have arisen out of the fact that the proportion of 
officers from the western states was small compar- 
ed with that from others, at the close of the war; 
for the belief cannot be entertained that a set was 
made against the retention of officers from any part 
of the union, on local grounds, except to retain 
some from every part. The oilice of secretary of 
war was first offered to gov. Shelby and then to 
Mr. Clay, but they both declined the appointment. 

The representative principle of our government 
ought, undoubtedly, to be extended to and be re- 
spected in every branch of the public service, when 
not incompatible with the public good, so far as cir- 
cumstances will admit of: and, when the claims of 
individuals are equal, some regard might be had to 
the states to which they belong, without any appa- 
rent injury—but, on the contrary, with probable 
benefit. 

‘Tur nonta-west. The Detroit Gazette heads 
an article, descriptive of the present territory of 
Michigan, with the words ‘state of Michigan.’ The 
advantages that will be afforded to this country by 
the Erie canal, are thus spokenjof—«lf the calcula- 
tions made with respect to the rates of transporta- 
tion on the New-York canal, should be verified, of 
which there appears no reason to doubt, the differ- 
ence between a barrel of flour, (for example), at 
the cities of New Orleans and New York, will equal 
the cost of transportation from Detroit to the flatter 
place; consequently, a barrel of flour will be worth 
as much at Detroit as at New Orleans.” 

The northern part of Ohio, bordering on lake 
Erie, is very rapidly populating and improving. 
Sandusky, Cleveland and other towns, have become 
places of considerable life and activity. It is ascer- 
tained that the habor of the former has, in no place, 
less than seven and a half feet inthe channel. A 
church, academy and a number of genteel dwel- 
lings, have lately been erected at the latter—and 
an extensive paper mill is expected to be in ope- 
ration in September next. Two permanent bridges 
over the Cuyahoga river, were about to be built, at 
the distance of half a mile from each other, for the 
public accommodation. 

The frst public stage has just started running in 
Michigan. It proceeds from Detroit, weekly, on 


the arrival of the steam boat, for the seat of justice 





of Macomb county. 
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Lanor. Judge Peters, in his late address to the 
Pennsylvania Agricultural Society, says that he 
sent an American cradle to a friend in England, 
which was used by an American cradler—but it 
roused the jealousy of the English reapers, and its 
use was intermitted! 

Hovseroitp manvracrores. At the last Pittsfield 
cattle show and fair, Mrs. Perkins exhibited ample 
proof that, si-tce the last anniversary, herself and 


Jour girls had manufactured 438 yards of fulled 


cloth, 1714 yards raw flannel, 53 yards carpetting, 
142} yards table cloth and other linen goods—in all 
8054 yards. 

“Nrcro crotH.” The coarse cloth known by 
this name, and manufactured in the United States 
of cotton and wool mixed, is rapidly superceding 
the British cloths imported for clothing the siaves 
in the south., The domestic article is at the same 
price as the British, and experience has proven that 
itis much more durable. It is, therefore, in every 
way advantageous to the Americaz planter to pur- 
chase the American cloth; and it would afford no 
small relief to the country, if all the value hereto- 
fore sent abroad for the clothing of slaves should 
be retained at home, for the domestic supply and 
circulation. It must amount te several millions a 
year—but many tens of thousonds of slaves cre 
clothed in housebo!d manufactures, and by the 
labor of their owr hands, inthe winter season. 

STRANGE IMPORTATION, A quantity of wheel-bar 
rows have just arrived at New Vork from Scoiland. 
The ‘Statesman’ supposes that this adventure may 
have been caused by the Edinburg reviewers, who 
ask, ‘who reads an American bock?’ so that the ad- 
venturer thought he would inquire ‘who wheels an 
American wheel barrow?’ 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT. It appears that the claims 
of Mr. Tompkins against tne U. States, amounted 
to the sum of %659,31i—the chief item of which, 
amounting to §447,.750, was for 6 per cent. stoc®, 
with interest, as allowe¢ to tne corporation of New 
York, in their settlement with the United States; 
Mr. T. believing that he was entitled to the bene- 
fit of similar terms. The jury, however, in consi- 
dering the case, appear to have had regard onlv to 
the items that sezmed to be er: account of money 
expended or otherwise /est to ¥.r. Tompkins by his 
agency. and to have refused toaidmit what he might 


have made, if the moneys, sdvanced or disbursed 


by him, had been settled upou the seme terms as 
other settlements, of like nature, were effected. 
«After a trial of four days 0! investigaticn as to the 
facts, (says the New-York American), and much 
discussion on the variety of incicental auestions 
that must always occur in so importast and intri- 
cate a cause, the jury presented a verdict for the 
defendant, and, individually, delivered to the vice- 
president the certificate referred to in a formernum- 
ber of this paper. As this certificate has, by many, 
been misunderstood, it may well here to explain it. 
By a law of this state, where an amount is for a ae- 
fendant exceeding that claimed by the plaintiff, it 
may be presented to the court as a part of the find- 
ing of the jury in the form of a certificate. It forms 
part of the record in the cause, and execution is. 
sues onitasona judgment. But it is limited to the 
case of individuals and to the state courts. It has, 
therefore, no application or obligatory force in the 
federal government, and, in no instance, was it ever 


7%) woe nee 


case. It must, however, be considered as a high 
expression of the wishes, feelings and opinions of. 
twelve respectable jurors towards the man who, by 
universal consent, deserves some indemnity for his 
sacrifices, and some reward for his great public ser- 
vices. Exceptions were taken by Mr. Tillotson to 
the opinion delivered by the court, which are now 
pending, and which may eventuate in a new trial. 
Juner Crank, of Kentucky, sometime since, gave 
an cpinion that a certain act of the legislature of 
that state, ir passing some stop law, stay law or re- 
lief law, was unconstitutional, as violating the obli- 
gation of contracts, &c. For this he was summon- 
ed before the house of represeatatives, and appear- 
ed on the 24th ult. to shew cause why he should 
not be removed irom his oifice of a judge. He de- 
fended himself in writing, and, after a whole day’s 
discussion, the question cn removing him was taken 
and decided as follows: fer che removal 59, against 
it25. Asthere was not s constitutional majority 
for it, the resolution wag lost. It was believed that 
a decided majority of the senate was opposed te 
the proceeding, and the governor cannot remove 
a judge in this state, unless on the request of two- 
thirds of the members of both hcuses. 

‘There ave two parties in the United States, most 
decidedly opposed to each other as to the rights, 
powers and province of the judiciarv, which many 
people beheve are equally in the wrong. One party 
almost claims infaliibility ror the judges, and would 
hedge them round about in cuch a manner that they 
cannot be reached by popular opinion at all, and 
hardly by any ether recns: the other would sub. 
ject them io the vacillations of popular prejudice, 
and seemingly require it of thera to define and 
administer the law, and interpret the constitution, 
according to the real or appaient expediency of 
thins. it is essential that the judges should not 
be subject to aischarge, except on very strong 
grounds—yet it seems equally necessary that some 
plan should be adopted by which the cool and deli- 


i berate op.nien of the people may be brought to 


act concerning them. it cppears to us that the 
scheme hitherto suggested in this paper might ac- 
complish an important purpose—it was, that the 
jucges of the United States, and ia the several 
states, should be appointed as they now are, on 
«“sood behaviour,” but for 2 certain number of 
rears, and that, at the expiraticn of this period, 
their cotamissions should cease, unless re-confirmed 
by the senate—which might be done without the 
necessity cf impeachment, but not without a pas 
tient hearing of the party whose conduct or opie 
nions were at variance with the judgment of this 
branch of the legislative power. 

New-York city. We have the usual annual re- 
port of the finances of this great city. The follow- 
ing items may afford a general idea of its present 
condition: 

The receipts during the year, ending with May, 
1822, amounted to 550,553 dollars; the disburse- 
ments to 598,581, the deficiency being paid out of 
a former balance in the treasury, but leaving now 
only 4.969 dollars therein. 

The gross amount of the city’s debt is 1,345,006 
——but the sum redeemed and in the hands of the 
commissioners of the sinking fund, reduces the 
debt actually owing to 1,102,240 dollars. 

The Fulton market, a splendid improvement, and 
yielding a large revenue, has cost the city 203,346 
dollars. -The annual rents paid to the city amount- 





presented in a federal court, except in the present 


ed to 75,510. The alms-house, including the ap- 
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propriation for a pin manufactory, cost 83,000. Fhe 
openimg, &c. of streets 55,132---the city watch 
54,214—the salaries amounted to 29,228, 





Coneress OF THE UNITED States. A gentleman 
of Ohio, during the last session of congress, pre- 
pared a table shewing the names, places of birth 
and professions of the members of the house of re- 


presentatives—out of which the following is ab- 
stracted: 


Se SSEFS S 

& oe 2°22 we oF 

es 2" P~ = oS te m 

STATES, 722073 % 

be Be ee Oe eS a 

Maine 2 22.8 © et: 
New-Hampshire en 2 FO Oo 
Massachusetts St 2 it @.8:0 
Rhode-Island oo 2 2: 6.84 5s 
Connecticut a =o 2.2 @ 3 7 
Vermont ae Se ee Oe ee ee 
New-York 3% 7 0's 0: 0'R 
New- Jersey se ae ee we Fe 
Pennsylvania 2: eee ee eS 
Delaware 2 2 6. 8:3.0 4.3 
Maryland Sa 2 & 3.98: 2:2 
Virginia 0993106090 2 
North-Carolina 7 ae oe ae ee Ee 
South-Carolina > £2 2.4.3 U::4 
Georgia 2.3 4-0¢ 8 @°(s 
Kentucky $ 20900 0 0 10 
‘Tennessee ea ee i oo 
Ohio 2 3 8.2 Ba Ye @ 
Louisiana ae - i Be ae 
Indiana 2 £2 8-2 Bo -o 
Illinois 3 €¢ 2&2 83 0:8: 3 
Mississippi 1°*@ & eo 8 @:s..:3 
Alabama . 8's ©. 2.8 8.2 
Missouri eet t=) 2 2 
@ 3435 13 3 2 330r 


Territories—Michigan 1 
Arkansas 1 


99 


The members were born in the states and coun- 
tries following: 


In Virginia 37 Brought over 170 
Pennsylvania 27 | In Georgia 4 
Connecticut 27 Kentucky 4 
Massachusetts 25 Rhode-Island 2 
North-Carolina 13 Delaware 2 
New-York 12 Tennessee 1 
Maryland 10 Maine 2 
New-Jersey 8 Ireland 3 
South-Carolina 8 Bermuda 1 
New-Hampshire 5 — 

— Total 189 

Carried over 170 





Maine—7 members: 2 natives, 4 born in Massa- 
chusetts, 1 in Connecticut. 
New-Hampshire—6 members: 5 natives, 1 bornin 

Connecticut. 

, Massachusetts—13 members: all natives, 
Rhode-Island—2 members: both natives. 
Connecticut—7 members: 6 natives, 1 born in 

Massachusetts. 

Vermont—6 members: not onea native, 4 bornin 

Connecticut, 2 in Massachusetts, 

New-York—27 members—12 natives, 10 born in 

Connecticut, 2 in Massachusetts, 1 in New-Jersey, 

1 in Maryland, and 1 in North-Carolina. 


New-Jersey -6 members: all natives. 
Pennsylvania—23 members: 18 natives, 1 bora 
in Connecticut, 2 in Lreland, 1 in New Jersey. 
Nelaware—2 members: both natives. 
Mary/and—9 members: 7 natives, 2 born in Penn- 
sylvania. 
Virginia--23 members: al. natives but one, born 
in Bermuda. 
North. Carolina—13 members: 9 natives, 4 born 
in Virgima. é 
South Carolina—9 members: 7 natives, 1 born in 
North Carolina, and 1 in Georgia, 
Georzia—6 members: 3 natives, 1 born in Con- 
necticut, 1 in Virginia, and 1 in North-Carolina. 
ventucky~-10 members: 3 natives, 6 born in Vir- 
ginia, and 1 in Pennsylvania. 
Tennessee—6 members: not one a native, 3 born 
in North-Carclina, 1 in Virginia, ane 2 not stated. 
Ohic--6 members: not one a native. 4 born in 
Pennsylvania, 1 in Connecticut, and 1 in Virginia. 
Ewuisiana ~1 member, born in Connecticut. 
Indiana—1 member, bornin Pennsylvania. 
Mississippi—1 member, born in Pennsylvania, 
Lllinois—1 member, born in Kentucky. 
Alabama—1 member, born in North-Carolina. 
Missourt—-1 member, born in Maryland. 





Michican Territory--1 delegate, born in Massa- 
chusetts. 

Arkansas Territory--1 delegate, born in Virginia. 

The preceding statement presents some curious 


| facts to shew the direction and power of emigration 


|from the old states to the newones. Thesix most 
eastern states are represented only by natives there- 
| of; yet not one of the whole is a native of Vermont, 
| this being a newly settled state compared with the 
others. The very great increase of population in 
the state of New-York is well known, and it is evi- 
dent that Connecticut has contributed a large num- 
ber to it. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland and Virginia, with 63 members in the 
whole, have, together, only five members not born 
in these states. Worth Carolina, South Carolina 
and Georgia, with 28 members, have 22 natives of 
these states, the rest of Virginia, save one. Kentuc- 


{ky is the only new state that has a native to repre- 


sent itin congress—-a particular reference to the 
rest will naturally suggest all the remarks that 
might be made about them, except that when a 
state is represented by a single member, the place 
of his nativity is not be considered as an index of 
the force of emigration. 

{t must be recollected, however, that the present 
congress was elected under the old ratio of repre- 
sentation and division of districts in the states. The 
next congress will shew very different results in 


various instances, and, compared with the present, 
afford room for much political speculation. 





CuRIOUs Law casE. A Suit is going on in Living- 
ston county, N. Y. by a certain person, fer the reco- 
very of his wife! ‘rhe lady is legally married to 
the plaintiff, but detained by her father as being a 
minor, and as such liable to render him service. 
On this ground, the husband was non suited; but, 
on a subsequent day, the non-suit was set aside, and 
a new trial granted. 

The eastern papers abound with cases of prose- 
cutions for breaches of promise of marriage, and 
many faithless swains are subjected to heavy da- 
mages. It would appear as if the ‘hard times’ had 
rather checked a desire for matrimonial connec- 
tion on the part of the males, and as if the females 





had become very restive under ‘hope deferred’ and 
|were “made sick,” 
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Souru America, The British seem to become 
rather uneasy at the measures pursued by the U. 
States, in regard to the southern republics, as if 
they feared a loss of some part of the trade of those 
interesting countries—The following is from the 
Courier, a semi-official paper: 

“It is not easy to conceive a greater political 
absurdity than is displayed in the conduct of the 
révolutionists of Spain. The pretended assertors 
of liberty at home, they would fain be the posi- 
tive prohibitors of it to the Spanish colonists, or 
at least, would grant only the name, without the 
reality. But not content with this, they goa step 
further, and though Spain cannot equipt a single 
vessel, nor despatch a single regiment, to recover 
its lost dominions, the cortes still indulge in the 
peurile affectation of debating upon what they will 
concede and what withhold. We believe it would 
be as practicable for them to remove the Andes, as to 
regain one inch of the territory, or one atom of the 
power, that has been wrested from the mother 
‘country. The time for negociation ts irretrievably 
gone by, and the patriot cortes may defer the thing 
as long as they choose, (for it is of no value to 
those from whom they withhold it), but all that is 
now left to them to do is, to go through the mere 
form of granting what they are incapable of denying.” 

Indeed!—and the whole doctrine of ‘legitimacy’ 
at once prostrated by the majesty of the people! 
Very good! 

Britis InTERESTS. The following is an extract 
of a letter from Leeds, dated 15th of March last, 
published in the ‘Aurora’ of the 14th inst. 

“TLabor-saving machinery continues to increase in 
every branch in this country. If it be profitable 
here, where the population has increased one-fourth 
in twenty years, and seven-tenths of the population 
are employed or supported by manufactures, I 
should presume that with you, where wages is high, 
the advantage would be proportionably greater.— 
There was great rejoicing in all parts of this coun- 
try when your tariff bill was rejected last year. ! 
suppose you have given it up, and mean to employ 
us in spending your money as usual. The concern- 
ed here do not conceal that they left no stone un- 
turned to defeat your tariff; and you must not be 
offended when I say that I, myself, rejoiced at it; I 
love America very much, but I should have been 
sorry to see many hundreds of our poor people 
thrown out of bread in my native country, which 


_ would, to a certainty, have been the case had the 


tariff been carried; for it is not we, the people, here, 
as it is with you; here it is we, the noblemen, gen- 
try, capitalists, merchants and manufacturers. The 
laborers, or the industrious people, are terms that 
we seldom or ever hear of in our legislation. Our 
working people, nevertheless, would not have fared 
so wellas they now do, had not the five new republics 
in South America thrown off the Spanish yoke— 
the small advance in the last spring and summer, 
(1821), was considerably reduced again after the 
harvest; wages, I think, cannot go lower; goods of 
all descriptions are shipping off in abundance to 
the new republics.” 


Important Law case. Boston June 12—A ques- 
tion has for some days past been pending before 
the district judge, of this district, which has ex- 
cited very great attention among the dealers of 
stock and exchange, and generallyfin the commer- 
cial community, from the extent and novelty of the 
principles which were understood to have been as- 
sumed in the case. 


) 





| 


.» 


A debtor of the United States bank was posses- 
sed of a certificate of stock in his own name to 2a 
large amount, and, on the day the notes became 
due, he having failed, the bank filed a bill in equity 
and prayed that an injunction might issue to re- 
strain any transfer until a decree should be made 
onthe claims set forth in the bill. The declared 
object was to appropriate the stock in question to 
the payment of the notes due the United States 
bank. ) 

This claim was resisted by the debtor. On Sa- 
turday last the district attorney, Mr. Blake, addres- 
sed the court in support of the bank, and the 
counsel of the opposite party, J. T. Austin, esq.. 
was to have been heard yesterday, to which time 
the court stood adjourned. It appeared by the 
answer of the respondent, that the property in 
question was in fact holden by him as trustee, un- 
der a decreetal order of the circuit court, and that 
the claim of the bank was resisted by him for this 
reason, among others, that the trust property, al- 
though nominally standing in his own name, was 
not legally liable for his private debts. 

At the opening of the court yesterday, the per- 
son for whom the respondent was trustee, appear- 
ed, by Daniel Webster and S. K. Williams, esqrs. 
as counsel, and, by a supplemental bill, claimed the 
funds in question as part of the trust fund. Where- 
upon, by consent and without argument, the dis- 
trict judge dismissed the petition of the United 
States bank and decreed on this latter claim, that 
the stock should not be transferred until the next 


pterm of the circuit court of the U. States. 


The general question, therefore, about which so 
much interest has been excited, was not discussed 
and has received no decision; but we understand 
that some other claims of a similar nature are about 
being brought forward, in which these important 
principles will necessarily receive the attention of 
the court. 





Forren news. An arrivalat New-York furnishes 
us with extracts from London papers of the 7th of 
May. The following are all that have reached us 
that appear worthy of notice—for which we are 
indebted, as we usually are, to the “Commercial 
Advertiser:”” 

Great Britain and Ireland. In the house of com- 
mons, the marquis of Londonderry brought forward 
his long expected motion for the relief of the agri- 
cultural distress. The first proposition of the 
noble marquis, was to lend to the agriculturalists 
the sum of one million sterling, when wheat was 
below 60s. per quarter, on the security of grain to 
be depusited in the king’s warehouses. ‘The se- 
cond, and by far the most important part of his 
plan, is the imposition of new restrictions upon 
the importation of grain, One of the objects he 
proposed was to prevent any large influx of grain 
upon the first opening of the ports; and the means 
by which this was to be effected, is the imposition 
of an additional duty of five shillings per quarter 
for the first three months after the es are open- 
ed: which is not to take place until the average 
price of wheat is 80s. when it might be imported 
on the payment of a permanent duty of five shil- 
lings, and a further duty of other five shillings for 
three months. If the average price of wheat 
should rise to 85s. the permanent duty would only 
be 1s. but there would still be what might be cal- 
led the provisional duty, which was to be paid, un- 
der all circumstances, for three months after the 
ports were opened. If wheat should desgend be- 
low 80s, the ports were to remain open until it 
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fell to 70s. but whilst it remains below 80s. it 
would be subject to a permanent duty of 10s. and 
the additional duty of five shillings, supposing the 
ports at that time should not have been open three 
‘months. When wheat was below 70s. the ports 
were entirely closed. 

A motion to abolish one of the post masters-ge- 
neral, was carried in opposition to the ministry by 
a majority of 15, and the decision was received by 
loud cheers in the house of commons. 

Some propositions, in regard to private bankers, 
are to be considered that may increase the paper 
circulating medium of the country. The finances 
appear to be in a very bad condition—and, judging 
by what we have seen, the prudent conduct is re- 
commended of providing for to-day and suffering 
the morrow to provide for itself, according to our 
own plan of management. It seems to be bottomed 
likewise on an invasion of the sinking fund. 

Much has been said of the reduction of taxes in 
Great Britain—but it appears that the income tax, 
the tax on the rich, is the chief tax that has been 
repealed. The poor and productive classes remain 
nearly as they were. 

The stocks have been subject to many wps and 
dewns—by various reports and rumors, &c. The 
French and Austrian funds are generally rising, in 
the belief that there will not be a war between Rus. 
sia and Turkey. 

An additional duty on cotton is strongly talked of, 
and will probably be adopted—to amount to about 
double of the present rate on the article, not the 
product of the British colonies. 

The dukes of Bedford and Buckingham lately 
went out to shoot at one another. The latter was 
the challenger, and fired at the other, who fired in 
the air; and so they shook hands, took a glass of 
wine and separated, quite pleased with one ano- 
ther, unhurt. 


“Hung be the Heavens with black!” The duch-.- 
ess of Clarence was lately brought to bed with twins 
—but the royal babies, the hope of “the nation,” 
who might have been kings or queens, died—just 
like other babies have done. The duke of Kent’s 
wife, we believe, has a child, and this failure of the 
uke of Clarence’s spouse, opens the way for her 
illustrious infant to the throne. 


The 58th regiment has arrived at Gosport from 
Jamaica, West Indies. This regiment left Ireland 
in 1816, and has lost since that time 5 officers, 530 
men, 119 women, and 200 children, nearly the whole 
of whom were curried off by the local fevers of Ja- 
maica. 


There are some details of the condition of Ireland, 
especially of the state of the county of Clare. Fa- 
mine prevails, and the amount of the distress is so 
great, as to be declared to be beyond the means of 
the government to relieve. The people have be- 
come desperate in seeking for food, and hanging 
will not stop stealing it. A man would rather be 
hung than be starved himself, and see his family 
also perishing around him. 

Subscriptions were raising for the relief of the 
people of Ireland. The want of food bas produced 
a virulent fever, of which many died. The Clare 
Journal says—“The affording instant relief would 
prevent the magistracy and civil powers from the 
performance of a most revolting duty to their feel. 
ings, namely, the hunting after human spectres 
maddened by hunger and despair, and whose pa- 
tence is unequalled in the history ef mankind; dy- 
ing with hunger, without committing any excesses 

worthy of notice.” 


France. The chamber of deputies has been much 
disturbed—and great alarm exists in some of the 
departments by incendiary acts, the object of 
which, except that of pure villainy, does not ap- 
pear: but the country, at large, is reported quiet. 

The London “Sun” says—“It is calculated there 
are now above 20,000 English families in Paris: 
none are living in greater splendor than the duke 
of Hamilton and lords Stair and Fife. They seem 
to be the life and soul of the gay world. These 
three noblemen alone must expend above 100,000/7. 
per annum. At the small village of Tours there 
are 400 English families who keep carriages, &c. 
besides others who are less opulent.” 

Spain. It is reported that a Spanish army of 
equal force with that of the French corps stationed 
on the frontiers, will be immediately marched to- 
the passes of the Pyrennees. 

Portugal. The frigate Perola has sent into Lis- 
bon the ship Heronia, of 26 guns and 135 men, 
captured without resistance. Though sailing un- 
der the flag of Buenos Ayres, it appears that the 
latter had plundered many Portuguese vessels. 

Northern Europe. It is calculated that 2,000 ships 
have been wrecked, and 20,000 men destroyed, by 
the late gales on the coasts of northern Europe. 

Russia and Turkey. There are many rumors, net 
worth notice in detail, as to the present relations 
of these countries. They favor the idea that there 
will not be any war. 

Turkey. The Greeks appear to have made con. 
siderable progress in government. The “national 
congress” was to meet at Corinth—each province or 
district is to have a subordinate legislature. These 
'districts are the Peloponnesus, Western Greece, 
Eastern Greece and the islands in the Archipelago. 
The sketch of the constitution, however, adopts a 
state religion. 

A Turkish fleet that visited Egypt, was nearly 
destroyed by a storm, when in the harbor of Alex- 
andria. 

There is still some talk of a division of Turkey 
among the holy allies—Russia, Austria and Great 
Britain. 

West Indies. The port of St. Marks, Hayti, has 
been opened to “foreign vessels, conforming to the 
custom house regulations.” 

Timber for building and shingles from the United 
States, are not to be subject to duty at the said 
port for one year. 

An earthquake at St. Jago de Cuba, injured a 
number of houses, and, by the fall of the walls of 
the custom house, the collector had a leg broken. 

Six French slave ships were fitting out at St. 
Thomas’ for the coast of Africa. 

Brazil. The editor of one of the newspapers of 
Brazil, in mentioning that the Portuguese cortes 
had passed a resolution that the prince royal should 
travel in Europe and visit the principal courts, for 
the purpose of maturing his political education, ob- 
serves that it would have been much better to as- 
sign the United States of America as the theatre of 
his travels; for, here, he would learn the true prin- 
ciples of liberty, and witness the true science of 
government in full operation. , 

Columbia, Mr. Zea, at Paris, has given notice 
that the agents of the republic in London, will pa 
the interest due on the bonds issued by the vice 
president. 

A party of royalists from Porto Cabello have te- 
taken Coro. The latter had received a supply of 
provisions, and will probably hold out a long time. 

Chili, Some difficulty exists between genera! 





San Martin and admiral Cochrane, about the mo- 
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ney that was seized in Peru by the latter, in which 
it rather appears that he stands as justified by the 
Chilians. 

Mexico. A minister from the provisional go- 
vernment is said to have arrived in Europe. 

The castle of St. Juan de Ulloa still remains in 
possession of the royal force. This military work 
18 said to have cost nearly eight millions of doilars. 

The republic of Colombia has appointed a minis 
ter to the Mexican government. 

Gen Iturbide, it issaid, was proclaimed emperor 
of Mexico on the 18th of May, much to the satis- 
faction of the natives of the country. 

Canada. Betwixt the 29th of May and 4th oi 
June, 78 vessels arrived at Quebec from Europe, 
conveying 1,262 passengers. 

i 


Congressional. 
FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER 

rIt is one of the most vexatious incidents that has 
ever occurred to us, of lesser importance, that we 
mislaid our notes of the proceedings which took 
place in the house of representatives on the 7th 
May last, on Mr. Fuller’s motion, respecting Mr. 
Russells letter, and on the bill authorising the 
change of the site of the canal in this city, both of 
which debates we hoped to have published. We 
have the more reason to regret the circumstance, 
because a curiosity has been expressed to see what 
was said on Mr. Fuller’s motion. A friend, who at- 
tended to what passed, has furnisied us, from me- 
mory, with the following sketch of the proceed- 
ings on that occasion. It is brief, but is believed 
to be substantially correct.] 


House of representatives—¥ th Muy, 1822. 

Mr Fuller’s resolution, which was submitted yes- 
terday, requesting the president to communicate 
the letter of Jonathan Russell, esq. relating to the 
treaty of Ghent, cogether with such communica- 
tions as had been received from the other plenipo- 
tentiaries, or either of them, in explanation of the 
letter of Mr. R. was called up, and on the question 
of its adoption— 

Mr. Floyd said, he had moved the original resolu- 
tion for the Ghent correspondence, with an ex- 
pectation that it might throw some light on the im 
portance of the Columbia river, and the bill before 
the house proposing an establishmentthere. Asthe 
president, however, had not thought proper to com- 
municate the letter in question, when specially cal- 
led for, he (Mr. F.) had moved to have the message 
committed to a committee, of which he was a mem 
ber, but the motion had not prevailed. He had, how- 
ever, hoped since he had desisted from again re- 
questing the letter, that no other gentleman would 
have proposed it. It was manifest that it had been 
withheld to prevent the excitement and ill blood 
which the contents might produce. He hoped the 
resolution would not be adopted. 

Mr. Fuller said, he was happy to hear from the 
gentlemen from Virginia, that he had been induced 
to abstain from a further call for Mr. R’s letter to 
prevent the excitement of «ill blood,” and he would 
by no means be behind him, (Mr. Floyd), ia such 
a laudable intent; buts in his opinion, the commu- 
nication of the letter, ancl of the exolanation of the 
other commissioners, to congress and to the public, 
would have a far greater tendency to allay the 
ili blood, if any existed, than the suppression of 
the explanation, while the letter was in effect made 
public. The president’s message informed us, Mr. 
F. said, that he had transmitted the letter to the 





department of state, and directed copies of it to be | 


delivered to persons who should apply—conse. 
quently, it would soon reach the newspapers, while 
the comments or explanations which ought to ac- 
company it, would be effectualy suppressed. No- 
thing, in his opinion, could be more unfair than thus 
to stifle all reply. It reminded him, he said, of what 
he had of late frequently witnessed in this house, 
when some biil wus pending, and, before it was un- 
derstood, one of its opposers would make a speech 
against it, and conclude with a motion éo lay it on 
the table, which precluded all debate, and, conse- 
quently, all explanation. The indignation produc- 
ed by such a course, every gentleman must;have ob- 
served and sometimes have felt. ‘There was no- 
thing so safe and honorable as a full disclosure of 
the statements of both sides. He regretted, he 
said, that his colleague, the writer of the letter, was 
not in his seat, as he was sure he could not object 
to the call, more especially as it appeared from the 
message, that the gentleman himself had furnished 
to the department, a duplicate or copy ofthe letter 
to be communicated to congress, before the originat 
had been found. As to the suggestion, that the 
Ghent correspondence, or the letter in question, 
could throw a single ray of light on the sudject of 
the occupation of Columbia river, it was too impro- 
bable, Mr. F. said, to have entered his mind; but, 
if the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Floyd), had 
expected it at first, he could see no reason for his 
giving over the pursuit. He hoped the house 
would see the obvious justice of adopting the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. Cocke, said, he could see no reason for cal- 
ling for the letter; the president had declined com- 
municating it, and, therefore, he thought it not pro- 
per in the house to persist in the call. 

Mr. Sergeant said, he rose to correct the error 
into which the gentlemen from Tennessee (Mr. 
Cocke) iad fallen, in supposing the president had 
“declined” ‘communicating Mr. Russell’s letter.— 
it appeared, on recurring to the message, (a part 
of which Mr. S. read), that he merely declined 
sending the letter, without also sending such an- 
swer or explanatioa as the majority of the commis- 
sioners who negociated the treaty, or any of them, 
should request. On the other hand, the president 
signifies his willingness to communicate both to- 
gether; ani, Mr. S. said, he could see no objection 
whatever to the resolution, which seemed, under 
existing circuinstances, to ask no more than was 
due to the survivors of the commissioners, whose 
conduct was implicated, and who hada right to be 
heard. 

Mr. Cocke, after hearing the message read, the 
terms of which, he said, he had not before so partic- 
ularly attended to, withdrew his opposition. 

“ir. Hardin said he was glad the letter was cal- 
led for, and he should vote forthe resolution, as it 
would show the western people in what manner 
their interests were disregarded or sacrificed—that 
the commissioners offered to give up the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi to secure the fisheries of the 
east. 

The resolution was then adopted with only one 
or two voices in the negative. 





Stupendous Cavern. 

Watertown, (New-York ), May 16. There was 
discovered about three weeks since, on the north 
bank of the Black river, upon the land of James 
Le Ray, esq. opposite the village of Watertown, 
an extraordinary cavern, or grotto; the mouth ot 
which is about ten rods from the river, north of the 
falls and of Cowan’s Island. 








Se eh 
: nT Oana 


SAYRE. 







~ eee oe 


h 


Ny 


of 











eat ES A btn dT aah” si Siar. ghee abt a, 
Pee Rely et 
3 . 


NILES’ REGISTER-—-JUNE 22, 1822—-GEORGIA BANK& 








~ 


27'1,, 





=. ———— 





ro ee 


The great extent of the cavern, and the great 
nuniber otf spacious rooms, halls and chambers, m- 
to which it is divided, and the immense quantities 
of calcarious concretions which it contains, and 
different states of those concretions, from the con- 
sistence of lime mortar, to that of the most beau. 
tiful stalactites as hard as marble, render it diffi 
clut, if not impossible to cescribe it, and I shail 
only attempt te give a faint description of three 
er four rooms- 

The mouth of the cavern isin a small hollow, 
about five feet below the surroynaing surface of the 
earth; you then descend sixteen anda half feet into 
a room, about 16 by 20 feet, and 8 feet hivh; and 
behold in front of you a large flat, or table rock, 
12 or 14 feet square, 2 feet thick, and elevated 
about 4 feet from the bottom of the cavern: the 
roof over head covered with stalactites, some of 
which reach to the table rock. On your left hand 
is an arched way of 150 feet; and on your right hand 


is another arched way, six feet broad at the bottom,|P 


and six feet high, which leads into a large room, 
Passing by this arch about 20 feet, you arrive at 
another, which leads into a hall, 10 feet wide and 


— 


— 


Descending from this chamber, and passing 
through another arch into a hall, by the side of 
which you see another basin of water, rising about 
four inches from the floor, formed in the same way, 
but in the shape, size and thickness of a large tea 
tray, fullof the most pure and transparent water. 





The number and spaciousness of the rooms, cur-. 
tained and plaited with large plaits, extending, 
along the walls from two to three feet from the 
root, of the most perfect whiteness, resembling the. 
most beautiful tapestry, with which the rooms are 
embroidered, and the large drops of water, which 
are constantly suspended on the points of innume- 
rayle stalactites, which hang from the roof above, 
and the columnsof spar resting on pedestals, which, 
in some places, appear to be formed to support the. 
arches above —the reflection of the lights, and the 
great extent and variety of the scenery of this 
amazing cavern, form altugether, one of the most 
leasing and interesting scenes that was ever be. 
held by the eye of mortal man. 


Its discovery immediately drew to it great nume 





100 feet long, from five to eight feet high, support- 
ed with pillars and arches, and the sides bordered 
with curtains, pluited in variegated forms, as white 
as snow. Near the middle of this hall, is an arched 
way, through which you pass into a large room; 
which, like the hall, is bordered with curtains, and 
hung over with stalactites; returning into the hall, 
you pass, through another arch, into a number of 
rooms on the left hand, curtained, and wi h stalac- 
tites hanging from the roof. You then descend 
ahout ten feet into a chamber, about twenty feet 
square, and two feet high, curtained in the like 
manner, and hung over with stalactites. In one 
corner of this chamber, asimall mound is formed, 
about twelve feet in diameter, rising three feet 
from the floor, the tep of which is hollow and full 
of water, from the drippings of stalactites above; 





some of which reach near the basin. ] 


bers of people from the village and surrounding 
country; who were making great depredations up- 
on it, by breaking off and carrying away whatever 
they esteemed most curious; when Samuel B. 
Kennedy, esq. Mr. Le Ray’s agent, was applied to 
prevent further spoliation: who immediately direct. 
ed the passage in the cavern to be enlarged, stair- 
ways made, with a strong door placed under a lock 
and key; which has been finished and the door 
closed, 


It may be proper to mention here that the cavern 
has been but partially explored, and tiat no one 
who has been into it, although some suppose they 
have travelled more than one hundred rods, pre- 
tend to have tound the ex‘ent of it, ortu know the 
number of rooms, ballsand chambers which it con. 
tains. 
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Georgia Banks. 






























































Ageregate hank statement before the legislature of Georgia, 15th October, 1821. ¢ 

a. —_——— * — | 

he | Waiae 
| PLANTERS | STATE BANK, ‘DARIEN BANK, TOTAL. 

DR. BANK, 

{ | 
DOLLARS. DOLLARS. | DOLLARS. DOLLARS, 

To capital paidin ; $21,510 UU} 1,500,000 00 650,860 OU] 2,972,370 09 
Notes in circulation. . ° | 560,369 OL} 693,466 OV. 1,616,198 50} 2,879,033 504 
Individuals . : : . 286,056 88! 226,135 48! 59,661 O1f 571,853 37 | 
Treasurer of Georgia . ; ‘ ‘ : $1,428 15) 54,757 99} 116,186 14{ 
Various banks ; ° , 115,260 39} 279,730 91) 2,536 79] $88,528 09 | 
Treusurer U. States * ° > e e ” e 45,367 96 45,367 96 
Dividendsunpaid . ° ‘ : 34,245 20 3,272 62 37,517 82, 
Reserved fund. ; ; 65,165 97 80,335 20 37,865 47 181,566 64 
Miscount and interest since divided 32,037 87 : . 22,396 16 54,9354 0S 

| 1,885,400 11] 2,888,540 94) 2,475,416 50] 7,247,157 55 
CR. Pit 

Sy notes and bills discounted . 1,102,870 22) 2,184 792 735; 1,936,309 88) 5,225,972 85 
Loan (dry culture) . . : 21,700 00; = 16,100 v0 ; : 37,800 G0 
Real estate . . ; ‘ $U.170 81! 204,917-17 10,000 00) 244,587 98 
Notes and balances of other banks }; 190.615 27} 159,75491} 130,778 60} 481,148 78 
Expenses unpaid. ; 5,329 85 raat. 2,758 00, 8,087 85 
Specie in vault . ; > 359,913 29; 269,486 35} 307,514 11} 936,913 75 
Do. in course of shipment ° 174,800 67 53,989 76 86,055 91} 314,846 54) 

1,885,400 11] 2,888,340 94} 2,473,416 50] 7,247,157 55° 
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CHRONICLE. 


The Franklin 74, appears to excite the astonish- 
ment of the people of Valparaiso. She was crowd. 
ed with visitors from morning to night, who seemed 
as if they could not cease to find out something new 
toadmire., Her officers and those of the British 
sloop of war Blossom, lying in the same port, fre- 
quently visited one another and appeared to be on 
the best possible terms. 


The Bastile—the keys of this once terrible prison 
are in the United States, the property of judge 
Washington, heir to the general. 


New Hampshire. Sam’ Bell, esq. has been elect- 
ed pagina of the United States from this state, 
for six years, from the 4th of March next. 


®. Kentucky, having abolished imprisonment for 
debt, has, (as we presume), to relieve the effect 
of judgments obtained in the courts of the United 
States, extended the privilege of the prison bounds 
to the limits of the whole state. 


Died, on the 5th instant, near Sumpterville, S. C. 
Mrs. Martha Clark, in the 105th year of her age. 
For many years she suffered greatly from a distor- 
tion of the spine; she was literally bent double, for 


-in walking, her forehead was within a few inches 


of her toes: but, what is truly remarkable, a few 
days before her death she became perfectly straight, 
and was enabled, for the first time these many years, 
to lay on her back. She has left a numerous off- 
spring, some of whom are her great-great-grand 
children. 

Hail. The Mifflin Eagle givesan account of the 
most formidable hail storm, that passed over. Tus- 
carora valley, Pennsylvania, that we recollect to 
have read of—it levelled trees and fences, and de- 
stroyed the crops, with many young hogs, sheep 
and cattle. The hail was of the size of a hickory 
nut, and in some places lay a foot deep. Its course 
was about a mile and an half wide. : 

A strange fish was caught near Middletown, New 
Jersey, on the 4th of June instant-—which was skin- 
ed and stuffed, and isnow exhibiting at New York, 
It does not appear that any person there has ever 
seen or heard of the like of it before. Its circum- 
ference was 18 feet, length 32 feet 10 inches. 
The tail perpendicular and forked, the upper part 
5 feet and the luwer 3 feet long. It has six rows 
of teeth in each jaw, about one fourth of an inch 
long—-five gills on each side, that lap over one ano. 
ther-—the mouth is hideous, the throat large enough 
fora man to pass through. It bad no bones, no 
heart, no brains, no tongue——but the liver was 
enormously large and yielded four barrels of oil. 
When taken, there were about two bushels of lam- 
prey eels hanging to its skin. The “Commercial 
Advertiser” gives us the following additional ac- 


count-- 


«« The animal recently caught in the waters of 


Jersey, and now exhibiting in Broadway, 4s really 
acuriosity. It is no shark, nor horse mackerel, and 
whether fish or flesh, it is really a sea-monster of 
no ordinary kind It has two huge muscular fins, 
or rather wings, a little back of the gills, and two 
legs or paws, fifteen fect back of the fins, about the 
size of a man’s leg, and the fore half somewhat 
resembling the fore half of a human foot, with a 
nail about an inch long, on theheel. On the back 
is a large bunch, with a fin on the top of it. The 
tailis peculiarly constructed, and, when the animal 
was in motion, was elevated about six or seven 








—_ 








feet. The mouth. and throat are enormously large. 
The animal had no heart, and the liver was almost’ 
back to the tail. There was not a bone in the body. 
The hardest substance, (of which we have a speci- 
men), being a kind of elastic gristle. The skin is 
of a dark brown color, and entirely without scales. 
The animal must have been of immense power, and, 
in the water, might well have been taken for a sea 
dragon, worthy of being rode by Neptune himself. 
After all, we know but little of the wonders of the 
mighty deep.” 

Sturgeons. One hundred and eighty-two stur- 
geons were lately taken at one tide at Quebec: the 
smallest of these inhabitants of the waters were of 
50/és. and one of them weighed 213 pounds, French 
weight. | 

Sharks. The ship Brailsford, on her passage 
from Bombay to England, in lat. 29, 26, S. lon. 40, 
2, E. caught a large blue female shark, 12 feet long; 
on opening which, there were found no less than 
77 young ones alive, each about a foot long, and 
weighing from one half to three quarters of a Ib. 

Muskratting. Inthe neighborhood of Salem, N. 
J. one person has caught one hundred muskrats 
in one night—and another caught two hundred and 
ten in two nights. It is thought that they may 
have caught 2000 a-piece during the winter, which, 
at the present price, will fetch 1,500 dollars, 

A great hunt. A week’s hunt in Berkshire coun- 
ty, Mass. last month, resulted as follows:—Grey 
squirrels, 115; red do, 623; striped do. 3191; pi- 
geons 710; partridges 6; ground hogs 137; rabbits 
2; owls 4; crows 174; hawks 49; foxes 5. Tota’ 
killed, 5,017. 

Buttons. Mr. Creswick, an ingenious cutler of 
New York, has made a contract with the agents of 
the government, to supply the United States’ navy 
with brass buttons, of a peculiar stamp: and, in pre- 
sence of several gentlemen, he struck off two do- 
zen in the space of one minute and two seconds. 
This he effected by a newly invented stamping ma- 
chine, the only one in America. : 

Stockbridge, (Mass.) May16. Anapple tree, in 
capt. Lincoln’s garden in this town, which was 
girdled about the first of May, 1820, to the depth 
of half an inch within the bark, bore in 1821, and 
is now in full bloom. The tree was girdled on ac- 
count of its sterility, but bore that season so as te 
break down several limbs by the weight of its fruit. 

New-York anv Boston. In consequence of a 
change in the route of the steam boats and stages, 
by the late law of Connecticut, the boats from New 
York pass on to Providence; persons may leave N. 
York one day and arrive in Boston the next! 





DISTRICT BANKS, 


Specie on notes in 

hand, circulation. 

Patriotic bank 5,245 44 60,098 30 
Bank of Washington . 10,718 38 58,938 50 
the Metropolis 14,578 61 38,893 00 

of Columbia 17,861 50 44,015 89 
Farmers & Mechanics 75,517 54 236,267 00 
Union bank 16,173 17 98,044 00 
Central bank *none 4,470 0G 
Bank of Potomac 41,697 00 128,376 00 
Alexandria 46,421 95 138,392 57 
Farmers bank 31,399 80 145,200 00 
Mechanics’ *4,578 53 6,019 25 


ti. 








business. 
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pRINTLY BY WILLtAM OGDEN NILES, AT THE FRANKLIN PRESS, WATER-STREBT, EAST OF SOUTH-STREET 
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*The banks marked thus are winding up their 





